
New Rules and Amendments to Current Rules of 

the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation 

Commission, 2 CCR 404-1 



•  Continuous (nest sites) 

•  Annual (lek sites) 

•  Every ~4 Years (species activity maps) 



• Leks, Nests (Direct observation) 

• Animal locations (Direct observation, radio-

telemetry) 

• Species activity/distribution maps (Combination 

of ground/aerial observation and expert 

knowledge from local field staff) 



• Separate RSO and SWH definitions for each 

wildlife species – detailed definitions provided 

• RSO – restricted in scope; avoid/minimize 

development activity 

• SWH – broader in scope; wildlife considered 

when planning development 



• Active Nest Sites 

• Significant reductions in Ferruginous Hawk, Golden 

Eagle, Northern Goshawk, Peregrine, and Prairie 

Falcon nests 

• Significant increases in Bald Eagle and Osprey nests 

•  Active Lek Sites 

• Reductions in sage-grouse and lesser prairie-chicken 

lek sites 

• Increases in sharp-tailed grouse lek sites 

• Reduction in cutthroat trout designated habitat 

• Significant increase in bighorn sheep production 

areas 

• 2% Net Change in total RSO habitat 



Change to Bighorn Sheep 

RSO Map 





• Delay consideration of greater sage-grouse SWH map  

• In process of refining SWH for the Parachute-

Piceance-Roan (PPR) population of greater sage-

grouse using recent research data 

• Update expected within ~5-6 months 



• Gunnison sage-grouse 

• Existing SWH map does not adequately identify habitat or 

account for disturbance – especially in satellite populations 

• Change to 4 mile buffers on active leks 

• 64% increase 

• Lesser prairie-chicken 

• Propose to use Focal Areas as SWH based on 5-state 

rangewide plan 

• 86% increase 



• Reduction in Golden eagle nest sites (-82%) 

• Reduction in mule deer critical winter range (-7%) 

• 10% Net Change in total SWH habitat 

 



• Gunnison sage-grouse (4-mile active lek buffers) and 

lesser-prairie chicken (focal areas) as described 

previously 

• Correction to mule deer definition (original definition 

adopted in 2008 did not align with the approved map) 

• Includes winter concentration areas, and severe winter range 

in units with >7 deer per square kilometer 






































