
TOP STORIES  
 
 Update on Colorado Flood Response 

 
The Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commis-
sion continues its vigorous response to the Sep-
tember 2013 floods along the Front Range of Col-
orado. It continues to support the oil and gas in-
dustry’s recovery in flooded areas. It also contin-
ues to oversee the full cleanup of oil and gas ma-
terials spilled by the flood waters. 
 
In anticipation of the floods, more than 2650 
wells were shut-in by the industry and taken out 
of production. As of January 9, 2014, 82 percent 
of these wells are back in production. 
 
Commission inspectors and engineers have com-
pleted a full inspection or evaluation of every 
well in the areas most affected by the flood wa-
ters. This has been a large and complex task. The 
Commission has completed more than 3100 indi-
vidual inspections and evaluations related to the 
floods. These inspections and evaluations mean 
that Commission personnel have visited and ex-
amined every well and tank battery in the flood’s 
impact zone. For this reason, the Commission 
staff is confident that it understands the impacts 
of the September floods upon the oil and gas in-
dustry and the Commission’s work. 
 
The cleanup and safe repair of oil and gas facili-
ties damaged by flood waters and debris contin-
ues under close Commission oversight. Forty-
three oil and gas facilities experienced spills of 
oil and gas materials in volumes requiring report-
ing to the Commission. Each of these spill sites 
was rapidly cleaned of any visible residues of 
spillage. Indeed, flood waters washed away 
spilled materials in most instances and left no 
visible residue. Operators are now testing and 
sampling to assure that no other residues remain, 
and they will report to the Commission the re-
sults of that cleanup work. The Commission will 
then confirm the cleanup to be complete. Clean-
up at one such site has been fully completed.  
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The Commission expects fully completed clean-
ups at the great majority of these 43 sites over 
the next few months. 
 
Finally, the Commission is organizing a workshop 
to discuss “Lessons Learned” from the September 
floods. The public and all interested persons will 
be invited to participate. These lessons will 
translate into better and more resilient oil and 
gas operations across Colorado.  
 
For additional details on COGCC’s flood response 
efforts, please refer to the previous Staff Reports 
(available online at www.cogcc.state.co.us). 
Links to recommendations for the public,  and 
requirements for operators on dealing with flood-
impacted facilities are  available under the HOT 
TOPICS banner on the website. 
 

 Buffer Zone Move-In, Rig-Up Notice Policy  
Effective February 1, 2014 

 
An important element of the “Setback Rules” is 
the notification of Building Unit owners in close 
proximity to proposed Oil and Gas Operations. 
However, due to certain regulatory and opera-
tional circumstances, there are instances when a 
Building Unit owner in the Buffer Zone may not 
be notified in meaningful, beneficial timeframe, 
or may not be notified at all. Therefore, in order 
to provide this important notice, the Operator 
will provide Move-In, Rig-Up (hereafter “MIRU”) 
Notice to all Building Unit owners within the 
Buffer Zone when more than 1 year has elapsed 
since previous notice or since drilling activity last 
occurred, or if no notice had previously been re-
quired. 
 
The Buffer Zone MIRU Notice shall be sent at 
least 30 days, but no more than 90 days, prior to 
the Move-In, Rig-Up of the drilling rig. The Oper-
ator may rely on the county assessor tax records 
to identify the persons entitled to receive this 
MIRU Notice. The requirement to provide the 
MIRU Notice may be waived in writing at any 
time by an affected Building Unit owner. The Op-
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Local Government Liaisons (LGL) Nancy Prince 
and Marc Morton continue to provide valuable 
assistance and support to local governments, 
communities, non-governmental organizations, 
operators, and COGCC staff, with a main goal of 
continually enhancing communication and collab-
oration between all who are interested in issues 
concerning oil and gas in Colorado.  The LGLs 
strive to provide fact-based information and 
guidance so as to avoid and minimize conflict, 
and create mutually acceptable solutions to is-
sues associated with oil and gas development.  As 
always, the LGLs are available to answer ques-
tions and provide information, data, and or 
presentations about specific aspects of oil and 
gas operations, or about COGCCs rules, policies, 
or its role as a regulatory agency within the De-
partment of Natural Resources (DNR).  
 
Since the last Staff Report, the LGLs have re-
sponded to numerous questions, inquiries and 
concerns regarding oil and gas issues in Colorado.  
The LGLs are members of the team that will train 
operators and local governments about the Exec-
utive Order-mandated NOAV process improve-
ments.  LGLs are also in the process of planning 
LGD training and community outreach events in 
2014 and beyond.     
 
Entities that LGLs have consulted with since the 
last staff report include citizens of Arapahoe 
County, University of Northern Colorado faculty, 
staff from Arapahoe County, Elbert County, and 
Garfield County, Huerfano County, Lincoln Coun-
ty and staff of the municipalities of Bayfield, 
Meade, and Windsor.  In addition to responding 
to these entities and individuals, a list of the LGL 
outreach and public involvement activities con-
ducted since the last staff report is included in 
the Public Outreach section of this Staff Report.   
  
A list of the LGL outreach and public involvement 
activities conducted since the last staff report is 
included in the Public Outreach section listed on 
the next page.    

 
Public Outreach 
 
 Outreach by Director and other Staff 

Members  
 
 On January 6, Director Matt Lepore was invited 

erator may request an exception to provide MIRU 
Notice less than 30 days prior to Move-In, Rig-Up 
of the drilling rig due to exigent circumstances. 
 
This policy is effective for Drilling Rig Move-In, 
Rig-Up Operations on or after February 1, 2014.  
For information on the requirements for Notice 
or to review the Policy, go to the COGCC website 
under PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS.  
 

 Draft Policy on the Use of Modular Large Vol-
ume Storage Tanks 

 
Modular Large Volume Storage Tanks  (“MLVST”)
are above-ground tanks typically comprised of a 
free-standing steel structure with a synthetic lin-
er draped inside to hold fluid. MLVST are capable 
of storing up to 50,000 barrels or more of water 
for well completion and are being used in lieu of 
historic in-ground pits or multiple small volume 
tanks.  The benefit to the use of these tanks in-
clude cost savings, time savings, and a reduction 
in trips needed for setup and breakdown. 
 
This policy is being developed in response to the 
recent and increasing use of MLVST to hold large 
volumes of fresh water typically associated with 
new well completions and to provide guidance to 
Operators who utilize MLVST. 
 
A stakeholder meeting was held on January 15, 
2014 to discuss the use of the MLVST. To review 
the draft policy or for more information, go to 
the COGCC website at www.cogcc.state.co.us 
under HOT TOPICS. 
 

 E & P Waste Spill and Release Rulemaking 
 

The Amended Spill and Release reporting rules 
will go into effect on February 1, 2014.  COGCC 
staff are in the process of finalizing the new 
Spill/Release eForm 19.  The new eForm 19 
should be ready for deployment in early Febru-
ary.  A training session for Industry will be con-
ducted at the COGCC office sometime in Febru-
ary.  Once a date is selected for training, an an-
nouncement will be posted on the COGCC web-
site.  
 

 Local Government Liaison (LGL) Program Up-
date 
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Limon Town Trustee meeting where new regu-
lations and operator memorandum of under-
standing were approved as presented by Plan-
ning Commission. 

 
 On January 7, 2014, Marc Morton travelled to 

Grand Junction and participated in a well-
attended stakeholder forum organized by the 
Colorado Energy Office and the Water Center 
at Colorado Mesa University. The forum topic 
concerned feasibility of and regulation con-
cerning potential re-use of produced water 
from oil and gas development for other benefi-
cial uses on the Western Slope.  A “white pa-
per” on the topic is anticipated as a result of 
the forum. 

 
 On January 8, 2014, Nancy Prince attended the 

Aurora Oil and Gas Committee meeting facili-
tated by the Aurora LGD.  Topics included an 
update on oil and gas activity and informational 
presentation on leasing and surface use agree-
ments. 

 
 On January 13, 2014, Hearings Unit Manager 

Robert Frick, Nancy Prince, and Marc Morton, 
met in Denver with Tim Aston, Arapahoe Coun-
ty’s Colorado State University (CSU) Extension 
Director, to inform him of the regulatory role 
of COGCC, and explore potential public out-
reach and collaboration efforts with Arapahoe 
County and the CSU Extension program.  

 
REGIONAL ACTIVITIES 
  
 NORTHWEST COLORADO 
  

 Northwest Colorado Oil and Gas Forum 
  

The Forum is an informal gathering of local, 
state, and federal government officials, oil and 
gas industry representatives, and citizens that 
have met regularly since 1989. The purpose of 
the Forum is to share information about oil and 
gas development in northwest Colorado and to 
make government officials and oil and gas indus-
try representatives easily accessible to the pub-
lic. Currently, the meetings are conducted once 
per quarter and are co-chaired by the COGCC Di-
rector Matt Lepore and Garfield County Commis-
sioner Mike Samson. 

by the Secretary of Energy Advisory Board to 
speak at the FracFocus Task Force public meet-
ing in Washington, DC. Matt was part of a panel 
of state regulators to provide his perspective 
on FracFocus 2.0. 

 
 On January 15, 2014, Field Inspections Manager 

Margaret Ash gave a presentation at the UNGI 
(Unconventional Natural Gas and Oil Institute)-
Unconventional Gas Technology Engagement 
Program (UGTEP) International Training Pro-
gram on Reducing the Foot Print of Oil and Gas 
Operations.   

 
 On January 17, Matt Lepore attended the GORT 

meeting in Durango, CO. 
 
Outreach by COGCC Local Government  

Liaisons (LGLs) 
 
 On December 13, 2013, Nancy Prince and Oil 

and Gas Location Assessment Supervisor Greg 
Deranleau attended a stakeholder’s meeting in 
Weld County related to potential changes in 
Weld County USR process for large production 
facilities. 

 
 On December 16, 2013, Nancy Prince attended 

Town of Limon Planning Commission meeting 
where proposed oil and gas regulations were 
approved to be presented to Town Council. 

 
 On December 17, 2013, Nancy Prince attended 

Brighton City Council where the Council voted 
to postpone action on draft oil and gas regula-
tions indefinitely to allow time to review po-
tential areas of operational conflict and evalu-
ate alternative ways to ensure protection of 
shallow groundwater resources. 

 
 On December 18, 2013, Marc Morton joined 

staff from the non-profit organization Ground-
work Denver, other volunteers, and cooperat-
ing agencies (BLM and City and County of Den-
ver Department of Environmental Health), and 
assisted in conducting a proper functioning 
condition assessment of Lower Bear Creek. This 
work is part of a comprehensive watershed 
planning effort by Groundwork Denver for the 
E.coli impaired segment of Lower Bear Creek in 
Jefferson, Arapahoe, and Denver Counties.  

 On January 2, 2014, Nancy Prince attended 
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The next meeting of the Forum is tentatively 
scheduled for February 27, 2014 in Grand Junc-
tion, CO at a location to be determined.  All par-
ties wishing to be placed on the meeting agenda, 
or added to the distribution list for announce-
ments, should contact Dave Andrews at: 970-625-
2497 or via email at:  david.andrews@state.co.us  
 
 Project Rulison 
 

Please note that the email for Project Rulison 
submittals has been changed to: 

DNR_rulison.submittal@state.co.us 

  Project Rio Blanco 
  

Please note that the email for Project Rio Blanco 
submittals has been changed to: 
 DNR_rioblanco.submittal@state.co.us 

  
  SOUTHWEST COLORADO 
   
 Gas and Oil Regulatory Team (GORT) Meeting 
  

The last GORT/Southwest Colorado Oil and Gas 
Stakeholders meeting occurred on Friday, Janu-
ary 17, 2014 from 8:30 a.m. to noon at the La 
Plata County Fairgrounds in Durango, Colorado. 
 
The next GORT meeting is scheduled for Tues-
day, May 6, 2014 from 8:30 a.m. to noon at the 
La Plata County Fairgrounds– Animas Room, 2500 
Main Avenue, Durango, Colorado.  All parties 
wishing to be placed on the next meeting agenda 
should contact Mark Weems at 970-259-4587 or 
to:  mark.weems@state.co.us. 

  
 Fruitland Formation Outcrop Mitigation and 

Monitoring Projects (4M Projects) 
   

Fruitland Formation Outcrop - 4M Pilot Scale 
Mitigation Projects La Plata County. The South 
Fork Texas Creek (SFTC) system operated be-
tween 10.9 and 11.1 Kilowatts (kW) power gener-
ation and was functional 97% of the time for the 
period September 1, 2013 and October 3, 2013. 
Disruption to the local power grid as a result of 
thunderstorms caused the main breaker on the 
system to trip and shutdown on September 26, 
2013.  LTE was onsite the following day to reset 
the breaker and get the system running again.  

An average of 5.9 kW per hour were returned to 
the grid during these periods.  Pine River contin-
ues to operate in a passive mode.  General O&M 
continues at both locations. The 4M Mitigation Op-
erations & Maintenance Report (September 30, 
2013) has been posted on the COGCC webpage un-
der Library, San Juan Basin, 4M Project Reports.    

  
4M Monitoring Wells La Plata and Archuleta Coun-
ties. There are 17 wells at 11 locations in the 
COGCC 4M monitoring program. Well pressures are 
monitored remotely via satellite telemetry with 
one or two maintenance visits per year, depending 
upon data received.   Operations and maintenance 
(O&M) activities were conducted on September 30 
and October 1, 2013 by COGCC and Norwest staff.  
In general, the locations held up well during the 
recent large storm events although several access 
roads were damaged.  The upper transducer at 
Highway 151 #2 starting giving erratic readings in 
late June 2013 and ceased transmitting in late Ju-
ly 2013.  There was no surface evidence of prob-
lems, indicating the transducer itself has probably 
failed.  Erratic readings from the upper transducer 
at Wagon Gulch #2 were determined to be from a 
loose wire in the hub which was reconnected.  Da-
ta now appear to be transmitting normally.  Well-
head leaks at South Fork Texas Creek #2 are still 
evident and require repair.  Pending O&M activi-
ties includes the replacement of the upper trans-
ducer at Highway 151 #2 and a rebuild of the well-
head at South Fork Texas Creek #2.  In addition it 
is planned to swap out the Level TrollTM datalogger 
system at a Basin Creek well and install an Aqua-
TrollTM to run an assessment if different monitoring 
technologies may provide more accurate water 
level information.  The Beaver Creek locations 
continue to be inaccessible due to surface access 
issues and the BP Highlands location was not visit-
ed due to potential road damage and wet road 
issues.  Both locations are currently reporting nor-
mally via the telemetry system.   

  
Ongoing Investigation, Reclamation, and Mitiga-
tion of Residual Methane in the Vicinity of the 
Bryce 1-X Well Area, Bondad, Colorado  Four do-
mestic water wells were sampled at the Bondad 
location on October 2, 2013 by COGCC and Four 
Corners Geoscience (FCG) staff.  A visual inspec-
tion of the water at all locations indicated the 
water looked much cleaner than during past sam-
pling events.  Free methane results ranged from 
1.41 mg/l in the South well to 6.91 mg/l in the 
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North well.  All methane results were lower than 
the April 2013 sampling results.  Analytical and 
isotopic data are pending.   
 

  SOUTHEAST COLORADO 
 
 U.S. EPA Raton Basin Hydraulic Fracturing 

Study – Las Animas and Huerfano Counties 
 

As part of the retrospective study of possible im-
pacts from well completions, a third round of 
sampling and analysis of groundwater from two 
areas in the Raton Basin was conducted during 
the week of November 5, 2012. COGCC staff, as 
well as contractors for Pioneer Natural Re-
sources, collected split samples at many of the 
sites. The EPA released an interim progress re-
port on the study in December 2012.  The EPA is 
expected to release the study in a draft for pub-
lic and peer review in 2014.  Ultimately, results 
from the study are intended to inform the public 
and provide policymakers at all levels with high-
quality scientific knowledge that can be used in 
decision-making. For more information on the 
EPA hydraulic study, go to http://www.epa.gov/
hfstudy/. 

  
 VARIANCES 
 

On December 9, 2013, approval was granted for a 
Rule 502.b Variance Request by QEP Energy 
Company (“QEP”) to bypass the requirement to 
perform a mechanical integrity test (“MIT”) on a 
well shut in longer than 30 days and instead 
choosing to plug and abandon their McElvain #1-
25 gas well (API No. 05-067-05306) during the 
first quarter of 2014.  The well is located in the 
NWNW of Section 25, Township 33 North, Range 8 
West, 6th P.M. in La Plata County.  In August 
2013, QEP was informed by letter that the sub-
ject well had been inactive for longer than six 
months and needed to state the reason request-
ing an extension and state the plans for future 
operation under Rule 319.b (1) & (3). A Sundry 
Notice, Form 4, or other form approved by the 
Director, must be submitted annually stating the 
method the well is closed to the atmosphere and 
plans for future operation. QEP requested and 
was granted a variance in the requirement to 
perform an MIT and returning the well to produc-
tion within 30 days; however, QEP decided to 
plug and abandon the well because of lack of 

feasibility in retrieving parted tubing currently 
left in the well.  By virtue of QEP submitting plans 
and designs to plug and abandon the well via Form 
6 and receiving subsequent approval on November 
25, 2013, QEP is complying with the intent of the 
rules in protecting shallow ground water re-
sources.  The operator reports there is no Braden-
head/surface casing pressure found in the well 
and that sufficient surface casing has been set 
and cemented in place to further assure protec-
tion of shallow ground water sources.  The opera-
tor will attempt to retrieve the parted tubing at 
the time of plugging.  One of the conditions of 
approval to plug and abandon the well is to pres-
sure test the production casing, report the results 
and modify plugging procedures accordingly. 
 
A Rule 502.b Variance from Rule 305.d was grant-
ed on December 13, 2013.  Rule 305.d requires a 
20-day comment period for APDs. Encana Oil and 
Gas, Inc. (“Encana”) requested a variance be 
granted to approve the Form 2 for their Lutz 1A 
well (API No. 05-123-09422) in the SENW of Sec-
tion 31, Township 1 North, Range 65 West, 6th 
P.M. in Weld County, without the comment peri-
od. Encana filed this APD to re-enter to replug the 
well quickly in order to commence their horizon-
tal drilling program.  
 
On January 9, 2014, a Variance Request by Mara-
thon Oil Company OXY USA WTP LP (“Marathon”) 
to the requirement set forth in Rule 902.e.,  re-
questing a variance from the requirement set 
forth in the 100-Series definitions that multi-well 
pits will be in use for no more than three years, 
was granted to Marathon for one location (Facility 
no. 433736) in Garfield County. Marathon will be 
allowed to operate the subject pit until March 3, 
2014, by which time Marathon will either convert 
the pit to a Centralized Exploration and Produc-
tion Waste Management Facility under an ap-
proved Form 28 or close the pit under an ap-
proved Form 27. 
 
On January 9, 2014, a Variance Request by Mara-
thon Oil Company OXY USA WTP LP 
(“Marathon”) to the requirement set forth in Rule 
908.b.(5).D., requiring Centralized Exploration 
and Production Facilities (E&P) “to have a fire 
lane of at least ten (10) feet in width around the 
active treatment areas and within the perimeter 
fence.  In addition, a buffer zone of at least ten 
(10) feet shall be maintained within the perimeter 
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fire lane.” was granted to Marathon  (Operator 
no. 53650) for one location (Facility no. 
433736) in Garfield County.  The existing im-
poundment is in terrain that precludes the con-
struction of both the required 10-foot fire lane 
and 10-foot buffer zone.  The Grand Valley Fire 
Protection District has supplied Marathon  a 
letter summarizing their site visit, indicating 
adequate access is provided to the pit without 
installing the required buffer and access road. 

 
A Rule 502.b Variance from Rule 318A.m was 
granted to Synergy Resources Corporation 
(“Synergy”) on January 21, 2014 for the ap-
proval of the Application to Drill the Union A- 
5CHZ well (API No. 05-123-37398), in the SWNW 
of Section 5, Township 2 North, Range 68 West, 
6th P.M. in Weld County. Rule 318A.m requires 
an operator proposing a horizontal well to ob-
tain a waiver from the operator of a well within 
150 feet of the proposed horizontal wellbore. 
Synergy attempted, but was unable to obtain, a 
Rule 318A.m waiver from Encana Oil & Gas 
(USA) Inc. regarding their Pietrzak #1 (API No. 
05-123-10241) located 65 feet from Synergy’s 
proposed horizontal Union A-5CHZ well. Prior 
to drilling their horizontal well, Synergy will 
conduct a gyro survey in the Pietrzak #1 to ac-
curately determine the subsurface location of 
this older vertical well.  Synergy will not com-
plete their horizontal well until any zonal isola-
tion deficiencies in the Pietrzak #1 have been 
remediated. 
 
 ORGANIZATION 
 
New Underground Injection Control and Geologic  
Advisor 

 
Robert (Bob) Koehler has been promoted to the 
position of Underground Injection Control and 
Geologic Advisor.  Bob joined the Commission 
in 2006 as an Engineering Technician to start 
the MIT Compliance Program.  Bob brings his 7 
years of Commission experience, 26 years of 
geologic experience, and a PhD in Geology to 
his new role. His duties will be to lead 
the Underground Injection Control (UIC) pro-
gram’s permitting and EPA reporting. His geo-
logic knowledge will allow him to conduct the 
geologic and seismic reviews which are a part 
of UIC permits.  Bob will also to available to 
advise the engineering staff on the depth usea-

ble water which is needed for wellbore casing and 
cements designs.  
 

New Engineering Technician 
 

The Engineering Unit welcomes Andrew Stone, who 
is filling a vacancy as our new Engineering Techni-
cian.  Andrew has a Bachelor’s Degree in Astrono-
my from University of Colorado.  His oil and gas 
industry experience includes work as a Well-Header 
Technician for TGS-NOPEC, a global company spe-
cializing in geophysical and geological data.  An-
drew spent the last four years compiling permitting 
information, digital well logs, and various data 
from drilling, cementing, formation evaluation, 
seismic, completions, and production data to eval-
uate wellbore configurations.  Andrew’s skills will 
assist during review of Drilling Completion and Well 
Abandonment Reports, Mechanical Integrity Tests 
and Bradenhead Pressure Tests. 

 
New Environmental Protection Specialist 
 

Stanley Spencer has joined the Environmen-
tal Group. Stan will be based out of the Rifle office 
filling the vacant Environmental Protection Spe-
cialist position. Beginning January 13, 2014, Stan 
will be working and training out of the Denver of-
fice prior to relocating to Rifle. Stan has a Bache-
lors of Science in Natural Resource Management 
with graduate studies and continuing education in 
remedial technology, hydrogeology, and risk as-
sessment. Stan has over 20 years of technical ex-
pertise in petroleum contaminated soil and ground-
water remediation, UST management, abandoned 
and active mine lands, hydrogeology and surface-
water, geophysics, solid, hazardous, and radioac-
tive waste sites.  

 
New Financial Assurance Analyst 

 
Debbie Lutz joined the Financial Assurance Group 
as an Analyst on January 2, 2014. Debbie has ex-
tensive work experience in the banking indus-
try.  Her most recent positions have been as a cus-
tomer advocate in mortgage lending.  She worked 
with the Credit Union of Colorado as a branch su-
pervisor for 2 years.  Previously, she worked at 
federal credit unions for 11 years as a member re-
lations officer, senior loan officer, loan counselor, 
and member service representative. With her work 
experience, knowledge, and strengths Debbie will 



7 Oil & Gas Staff Report  Oil & Gas Staff Report  Oil & Gas Staff Report    January 27, 2014 

make a significant contribution to the Financial 
Assurance Unit at the COGCC. 
 

New Production Specialist 
 
Crystal Santovena has been hired as a Production 
Specialist.  Crystal worked as a contractor with 
the COGCC for the last four years while attending 
Red Rocks Community College.  She has assisted 
in the public room with scanning, processing, 
document management and administrative sup-
port.   

 
New Enforcement Officer 

 
Jeremy Ferrin joins the COGCC after six years in 
private practice.  During that time, he practiced 
in the area of natural resources law, including 
natural resources litigation and regulatory com-
pliance, practicing almost exclusively in oil and 
gas matters. Prior to law school, Jeremy worked 
for a environment consulting firm in Salt Lake 
City handling environment compliance issues.  
Jeremy graduated from the University of Utah in 
2001 with a B.S. degree in Environmental Studies 
and a minor in Economics. He received his J.D. 
degree in 2007 from the University of Denver 
Sturm College of Law.   

 
An organizational chart can be found on pages 11
-14. For contact information, please go to our 
homepage, and then “Staff Contact Infor-
mation.” 

 
  PLANNING/ADMINISTRATION/OTHER 
  
 Plugging and Reclaiming Abandoned Wells 

(PRAW) - Project Updates 
  

The DB Orphan Blair #1 Project came into being 
when on July 7, 2013 a ditch rider discovered wa-
ter flowing from the ground and discharging into 
an irrigation ditch located on the NW edge of 
DeBeque, CO in Mesa County.  The COGCC was 
contacted on July 9 and because other orphaned 
oil and gas wells had been previously discovered 
and plugged by the COGCC, the COGCC assumed 
responsibility and had water samples gathered 
for lab analysis.  Lab analysis indicated salty wa-
ter which is indicative of oil and gas geologic 
sources.  The ground around the water flow was 
dug up and the source of the leak was deter-

mined to be from a hole in a pipeline which was 
traced back to an old abandoned well that ap-
pears to have been drilled around 1902 based on 
old USGS reports.  The salt water discharge into 
the ditch was terminated by sealing the well 
head and then disconnecting the pipeline.  The 
COGCC has placed this well in the PRAW program 
with plans to re-enter and plug this winter or 
next spring.  To date a plugging design and cost 
estimate has been completed along with other 
supporting documents. Plans next are to submit 
for bid solicitation and contractor selection. 
 
The PAST Project includes three leaking plugged 
and abandoned wells that were re-entered and re
-plugged and have been renamed the 2013 Pice-
ance Re-entries Project to avoid confusion with 
other work.  Two are located in Garfield County 
and one is in Mesa County. This work has been 
successfully completed this past July with a final 
cost of $236,776.  These sites need surface recla-
mation which will likely take place in the next 
fiscal or after July 1, 2014. 
 
The Pasture #1 Project involves the final aban-
donment of the well which includes cutting the 
casing off three feet below ground level and in-
stalling a well marker and sign.  The final aban-
donment was pending the successful bleed off of 
residual gas pockets occurring after the plugging 
work. 
 
The Debeque Environmental and Reclamation 
Project, involves the remediation and reclama-
tion of soils contaminated by salt water in the 
vicinity of the orphaned wells known as the 
Homestead #2 and the Pasture #1 wells.  Both 
sites are located in Mesa County on the NW edge 
of DeBeque, CO.  Soil sampling and lab analysis 
has been completed on both well sites.  With up-
dated preliminary costs, it appears that only the 
Homestead #2 will have both remedial and recla-
mation work completed this fiscal year (July 1, 
2013 thru June 30, 2014). Designs are to be com-
pleted in late February with plans to have the 
actual work completed April 30, 2014.  Monitor-
ing wells are to be installed with subsequent 
sampling and testing to verify success of the 
work. The Pasture #1 will likely have to be car-
ried forward after July 1, 2014. 
 
Biscuit Pad Remediation Project includes two 
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well pads and the two respective access roads 
where they are currently located in an active irri-
gated hayfield.  The goal is reclaim and return 
the lands back to agricultural purposes.  This pro-
ject is located in Garfield County near the NE 
border of the town of Rifle and east Highway 13.  
The lowest bid from the list of qualified contrac-
tors came in at $143,000 and the work had been 
awarded to Tally Ho Construction, Inc. Tally Ho 
facilities and offices are headquartered in Rifle, 
CO.  On October 15, Tally Ho Construction com-
menced mobilization of equipment, personnel 
and supplies to the project and has completed 
approximately 30 percent of the project when 
comparing the cumulative expenditures made to 
date to the contract amount of $143,000.  Work 
has resumed with improved ground conditions 
from an earlier winter storm. Most efforts are 
currently being focused on the north pad includ-
ing excavating fill and hauling it to the designat-
ed north fill area. 
 
The Tatonka Reclamation Project includes three 
well pads located in Moffat County with two well 
pads being on the Culverwell property that can 
be found approximately 20 miles west of Craig, 
CO and a couple of miles north of Hwy 40 with 
another well pad and pit being located on the 
Gerber property and found four miles west of 
Craig and three miles north of Hwy 40.  A con-
tractor has provided a documented quote and 
price to reclaim the mud reserve pit on the Ger-
ber pad.  A purchase order not to exceed $25,000 
has been approved. 
 
The Gentry Project is located in Rio Blanco 
County and includes 10 sites with eight wells and 
two pits that can be found approximately a half 
mile west of Rangely, CO and one and a half 
miles south of Hwy 64.  The landowner has plans 
to do some land development and brought the 
matter to the attention of the COGCC. 
 
Page 14 contains a spreadsheet listing PRAW pro-
jects that are either scheduled in process or com-
pleted as of January 22, 2014. 
 
March 2014 Hearing Docket 

A docket for the March 2014 hearing will be avail-
able shortly after the January hearing. Hearing 
dockets are available on our website by clicking 

on “Hearings.” Links to the notices and hearing 
applications are available from the Docket Num-
ber and Applicant, respectively. To sign up for e-
mail notification of hearing notices and applica-
tions, please see the announcement and instruc-
tions on the homepage of the COGCC website: 
www.cogcc.state.co.us 
 

 Colorado Oil and Gas Information System 
(COGIS) Projects, Updates and Changes  
 
Environmental Database 

During the past 18 months, the COGCC and the 
Ground Water Protection Council (GWPC) have 
been working together to develop a new Environ-
mental Database that will contain the results 
from the Colorado Oil and Gas Association Volun-
tary Baseline Groundwater Quality Sampling pro-
gram, along with other environmental data col-
lected by the agency. The project included the 
development of a new relational database model 
that will allow the data to be accessible to the 
public from the COGCC website.  
 
Other improvements include an Electronic Data 
Deliverable that allows industry to submit the 
results of the sampling directly to the COGCC, 
which can then process the information directly 
into the database. The application has many oth-
er features to help staff analyze the information 
and understand the lab results from the sam-
pling. The interface will allow the public to view 
and download the results.  
 

Electronic Form Submissions (eForm) 
 
TOTAL ELECTRONIC FORM SUBMITTALS 
OCTOBER 2012 – DECEMBER 2013 
Forms currently available through eForm: 
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Form 2 – Application for Permit to Drill 
Form 2A – Oil and Gas Location Assessment 
Form 4 – Sundry Notice 
Form 5 – Drilling Completion Report 
Form 5A – Completed Interval Report 
Form 6 – Well Abandonment Report 
Form 10 - Certification of Clearance/Change of Op-
erator 
Form 15 – Earthen Pit Report/Permit  
Form 17 – Bradenhead Test Report 
Form 41 – Trade Secret Claim of Entitlement 
Form 42 – Notice of Notification (Notice of Hydrau-
lic Fracturing) 
  
Following is a breakdown by Form for the month of 
December 2013:  
Revisions to Forms 2 and 2A 

  
The revised Form 2 and 2A were released on Au-
gust 5. The forms have been revised to accommo-
date the additional information required by the 
new Rules that were effective August 1, 2013. 
Staff took this opportunity to make some long-
needed improvements to both forms. 
   
The Form 4, Sundry Notice went live in eForm on 
April 30, and has become one of the fastest forms 
to achieve over an 80% usage within the electronic 
portal.  With the addition to the suite of forms now 
available in eForms, processing of the Sundry can 
now be faster and more efficient  
  
COGCC staff is available to answer questions as 
needed for either the new eForm 4 or for the re-
vised paper Form 4. 
 
 The development team has now turned its atten-

tion to the Form 19 the Spill Report.  The forms 
are in final staff testing.  The form is anticipated 
for release in early February. 
  
Form 15, Pit Permit and Report, is available in 
eForm and operators are encouraged to utilize the 
system to file this form. The form contains addi-
tional fields. The PDF version on the Forms page, 
http://cogcc.state.co.us/Forms/forms.html, is re-
vised to reflect the changes that occurred from the 
release of the form in eForm. 
  
As forms are released on eForm, updates to the 
PDF forms on our website will occur in tandem. 
These new versions of the PDF forms will reflect 
any changes that have taken place when forms are 
moved into eForm.   
  
Along with the eForm system, a page is available 
where the operators can review all known bugs 
within the system and report any new ones they 
discover. Currently, there are 305 operators using 
eForm.  
  
The public can make comments on all submitted 
Oil and Gas Location Assessment (OGLA) forms 
(Forms 2A) through the eForm system. This is ac-
complished by going to the COGCC website 
(http://www.colorado.gov/cogcc) and clicking on 
the menu option, “Permits”, (or http://
cogcc.state.co.us/COGIS/DrillingPermits.asp).   
  
On the COGIS-Permits page, two search options are 
available for OGLA forms, “All Pending Location 
Assessments for” and “All Approved Location As-
sessments for.” When the results are displayed for 
forms in process, the public can click on the docu-
ment number, which logs the user onto the new 
eForm application.  Once the page is displayed 
with the selected document, the user can select 
the Comment button to make a comment on that 
particular form.  The public can use his same 
method to make comments on APDs (Form 2s). 
  
For any operator not currently enrolled in eForm, 
instructions for starting the process can be found 
at http://cogcc.state.co.us/Announcements/
COUAInformation.pdf. 
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