
TOP STORIES  
 

 E & P Waste Spill and Release Rules 
 

As a result of the December 2013 amendments to 
Rules 337 and 906, the Form 19 (Spill/
Release Report) has been revised to align with 
the amended rules. The revisions provide for 
transition to an electronic, Internet-
based reporting process (eForms) and the “paper 
submittals” of the Form 19 will be phased out. 
The eForm 19 was released on April 24, 2014.  
The COGCC conducted several two-hour training 
sessions for operators on the use of the eForm 19 
which included a presentation by COGCC staff, 
followed by time for questions and answers. 
Three training sessions took place at the in March 
2014 and were attended by approximately 100 
industry representatives.  Additional training ses-
sions may be scheduled, if necessary. 
 

 Local Government Liaison (LGL) Program Up-
date 

 
Local Government Liaisons (LGLs) Marc Morton 
and Nancy Prince continue to provide valuable 
assistance, outreach and support to local govern-
ments, the public, and other organizations.  As 
part of that effort, the LGLs recently published 
the Spring 2014 Local Government Designee 
(LGD) Newsletter.  The current and three previ-
ously published issues are available on the 
COGCC website under the “Local Gov” link.   The 
newsletters contain pertinent articles on topics 
such as advantages to local governments for par-
ticipating in the LGD program, use of Memoran-
dums of Understanding (MOUs) between local 
governments and operators, and summaries of 
recent updates to COGCC rules and policies.  The 
LGD Newsletters also provide instruction on how 
to sign up to participate in the LGD program.  
The LGD Newsletters contain various other items 
of interest to local governments, the public, and 
others interested in the regulations of oil and gas 
in Colorado.   
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146 entities (56 counties, 82 municipalities, and 
8 Special Districts) currently participate in the 
voluntary (but highly beneficial) LGD program.  
Because participation in the LGD program is vol-
untary, the LGLs will be contacting all non-
participating jurisdictions to encourage their par-
ticipation in the valuable program, and inform 
them of the program’s benefits.  This work will 
occur in the coming weeks.  
 
As a reminder to all LGDs, it is imperative to con-
tact COGCC, via submittal of an updated Form 
29, of any change in e-mail address or contact 
information, or change in the status of your par-
ticipation in the LGD program.   
 
Free LGD training is offered by regularly by the 
COGCC.  Training is recommended every two 
years for LGDs, associated staff, and others inter-
ested in the regulation of oil and gas in Colorado.  
If you are an LGD and have not taken part in 
training offered, various training upcoming train-
ing opportunities are available in 2014.    
 
LGD training provides an update on COGCC rules 
and policies; information on lifecycle of a well;  
oil and gas basics; well and location permitting; 
LGD rights, powers, and responsibilities; and 
COGCC website and database navigation.  
 
To pre-register for a planned 2014 training, 
please send an email to: 
dnr_cogcc.hearings_mgr@state.co.us  
 
Be sure to include “LGD Pre-Registration Re-
quest” in the subject line, and include names, 
affiliation, email addresses, and phone contact 
information for all participants.  In response, you 
will receive a confirmation email and additional 
details.  Please note that space is limited at the 
venues, and registration may be capped once a 
venue is filled. 
 
If you aren’t able to make one of these sched-
uled dates (see below), please call or e-mail the 
LGLs (Marc Morton or Nancy Prince) and arrange-

http://cogcc.state.co.us/Infosys/lgd/searchform.cfm
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 On May 31, Director Matt Lepore participated 
in a Townhall meeting with Rep. Kathleen Conti 
in Centennial on oil and gas regulations. 

 
 On June 2, Director Lepore was on a panel to 

discuss latest developments in energy regula-
tions during the Denver Metro Chamber of Com-
merce monthly meeting. 

 
 On June 5, Deputy Director Dave Kulmann and 

Margaret Ash met with Western COGA during its 
Joint Task Force meeting to answer questions 
and provide update on activities within the 
OGCC.  

 
 On June 5 and 6,  Mike Leonard completed the 

FEMA Basic Public Information Office Training 
in Hugo Colorado. This course is part of a train-
ing curriculum that provides the foundation for 
more advanced training in public information. 

 
 On June 6, Hearings Manager Robert J. Frick 

and Permitting Manager Jane Stanczyk pre-
sented at the Annual Colorado Conference of 
the Rockies Chapter National Organization of 
Royalty Owners in Longmont, Colorado. The 
presentation included COGCC website naviga-
tion, the well permitting process, and an over-
view of current industry trends in the state. 

  

 Outreach by COGCC Local Government  
Liaisons (LGLs) 

 
 On May 6, 2014, Nancy Prince, Marc Morton and 

Hearing Officer Jill Dorancy conducted an LGD 
Training at the Weld County Administration 
Building in Greeley.  Training was provided to 
24 individuals including area LGDs, other local 
government staff, representatives from acade-
mia, and one student. 

 
 On May 7, Nancy Prince, Quality Assurance Pro-

fessional Mike Leonard, and Oil and Gas Loca-
tion Assessment Specialist Melissa Housey at-
tended the Aurora LGD meeting where repre-
sentatives from a land development company 
and an oil and gas operator described their 
process to develop surface use agreements that 
are in harmony with COGCC setback rules. 

 
 On May 12, Marc Morton attended a Frack-

ingSENSE: Greeley lecture (in Greeley, CO).  

ments can be made to provide training for your 
group or organization at a convenient venue. 

 
2014 LGD Training Schedule 
 

 Monday, June 16 - Garfield County Public 
Library- Rifle Branch, 207 East Avenue, Rifle, 
CO 

 Tuesday, July 15 - Library 21c, 1175 Chapel 
Hills Drive, Colorado Springs, CO 

 Tuesday, August 5 - COGCC Denver Office, 
1120 Lincoln Street., Suite 801, Denver, CO 
(Please note that the venue is at capacity, a 
wait list is available and a second training is 
under consideration) 

 Tuesday, October 28 - Durango Public Li-
brary, 1900 E 3rd Ave, Durango, CO 

 

LGD training is recommended every two years for 
LGDs, associated staff, and others interested in 
the regulation of oil and gas in Colorado.  If you 
are an LGD and did not take any of the eight 
trainings offered in 2013, we recommend you get 
pre-registered to reserve your space.  If you 
aren’t able to make one of these scheduled 
dates, call or e-mail Marc Morton or Nancy Prince 
and we will arrange specialized training for your 
group or organization at a convenient venue. 
 
A list of the LGL outreach and public involvement 
activities conducted since the last staff report is 
included in the Public Outreach section listed on 
the next page. 
  

Public Outreach 
 
 Outreach by Director and other Staff 

Members  
 
 On May 14, 2014, Field Inspections Manager 

Margaret Ash participated in a one and half 
hour panel discussion on stormwater regulation 
in Colorado. The discussion took place after a 
training program on Stormwater and Erosion 
Control for Oil and Gas Operations presented 
by Altitude Training Associates.  Maura 
McGovern with the Water Quality Control Divi-
sion also participated in the panel discussion. 
The workshop was held in Grand Junction, 
Colorado and attended by oil and gas operators 
and consultants. 
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Grand Junction.  Representatives from various 
federal, state, and local land and resource 
management agencies attended the meeting 
and provided updates.  Marc provided an up-
date on COGCC activities including the upcom-
ing Commission Hearing in Rifle, upcoming LGD 
training opportunities in western Colorado, and 
recent staffing changes. Marc also pointed out 
the availability online of the COGCC staff re-
port concerning lessons learned as a result of 
the September 2013 flood event that affected 
northeast Colorado. 

 
 On June 4, Nancy Prince attended the Fremont 

County local mayor’s meeting to discuss status 
of the DOLA extraction grant-funded road re-
pair and current oil and gas activity in the 
area. 

 
 On June 5 and 6, Marc Morton attended the an-

nual Martz Summer Conference at the Getches-
Wilkinson Center at University of Colorado Law 
School in Boulder, CO titled Water and Air 
Quality Issues in Oil and Gas Development: The 
Evolving Framework on of Regulation and Man-
agement. 

 
 On June 5 and 6, Nancy Prince and Mike Leo-

nard completed the FEMA Basic Public Informa-
tion Office Training in Hugo Colorado. 

 
 On June 16, Marc Morton and Nancy Prince pro-

vided an LGD training at the Rifle Branch of the 
Garfield County Library.  Training was provided 
to individuals including area LGDs, various pro-
spective LGDs, local county and municipal gov-
ernment staff, and others. 

 

REGIONAL ACTIVITIES 
  

 NORTHWEST COLORADO 

  

 Northwest Colorado Oil and Gas Forum 

  

The Forum is an informal gathering of local, 
state, and federal government officials, oil and 
gas industry representatives, and citizens that 
have met regularly since 1989. The purpose of 
the Forum is to share information about oil and 
gas development in northwest Colorado and to 
make government officials and oil and gas indus-

Panelists included COGCC Director Matt Lepore, 
Gary Graham of Western Resource Advocates, 
David Baumgarten of Gunnison County, and 
Mike Paules of WPX Energy.  The topic was the 
regulatory environment for oil and gas.  The 
FrackingSENSE: Greeley community event was 
organized by the Center of the American West, 
in conjunction with a research grant from the 
National Science Foundation, and with support 
and participation from the City of Greeley, 
KUNC, The Greeley Tribune, Weld Air and Wa-
ter, University of Northern Colorado Greeley, 
Synergy Energy, and the UNC Faculty Task 
Force on Hydraulic Fracturing. 

 
 On May 15 and 16,  Marc Morton attended the 

Energy and Environment Symposium - Oil and 
Gas Education for Local Government, in Rifle, 
Colorado, and organized by Garfield County.  
Topics included fiscal impacts of oil and gas to 
local governments; research and information 
regarding environmental impacts of oil and gas 
development; recent regulatory changes; per-
spectives on local land use planning and local 
control or oil and gas; and local planning ap-
proaches to oil and gas regulation.  COGCC Di-
rector Matt Lepore summarized recent COGCC 
regulatory changes.  Marc and a portion of the 
group participated in a field tour of the Rulison 
Water Treatment Facility operated by WPX and 
a centralized hydraulic fracturing facility site 
also operated by WPX. 

 
 On May 21, Nancy Prince met with Peter Wy-

socki, Director of Planning for Colorado Springs, 
and Cindy Thompkins, Manager for the towns of 
Calhan and Ramah regarding participation in 
the LGD program.   

 
 On May 28, Robert Frick, Nancy Prince, and 

Melissa Housey met with Adams County Plan-
ning Department to discuss the process for 
their planned updates of oil and gas regula-
tions. 

 
 On May 28, Nancy Prince attended the kick-off 

meeting for the Town of Wiggins Source Water 
Protection Plan led by Colorado Rural Water 
Association. 

 
 On May 29, Marc Morton attended the Mesa 

County Board of County Commissioners and 
Land/Resource Managers Quarterly Meeting in 
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try representatives easily accessible to the pub-
lic. Currently, the meetings are conducted once 
per quarter and are co-chaired by Director Matt 
Lepore and Garfield County Commissioner Mike 
Samson. 
  
The last meeting of the Forum was held on June 
5, 2014 at 10:00 a.m. in Rifle, CO at Colorado 
Mountain College.  The next meeting is in early 
September.  All parties wishing to be placed on 
the meeting agenda, or added to the distribution 
list for announcements, should contact Dave An-
drews at: 970-625-2497 or via email at:  
david.andrews@state.co.us  
 

 Project Rulison 
 

Please note that the email for Project Rulison 
submittals has been changed to: 
 

DNR_rulison.submittal@state.co.us 

  Project Rio Blanco 
  

Please note that the email for Project Rio Blanco 
submittals has been changed to: 
 
 DNR_rioblanco.submittal@state.co.us 

  

  SOUTHWEST COLORADO 
   

 Gas and Oil Regulatory Team (GORT) Meeting 
  

The last GORT/Southwest Colorado Oil and Gas 
Stakeholders meeting occurred on FridayTues-
day, May 6, 2014 from 8:30 a.m. to noon at the 
La Plata County Fairgrounds in Durango, Colo-
rado. 
 
The next GORT meeting is scheduled for Friday, 
July 17, 2014 from 8:30 a.m. to noon at the La 
Plata County Fairgrounds– Animas Room, 2500 
Main Avenue, Durango, Colorado.  All parties 
wishing to be placed on the next meeting agenda 
should contact Mark Weems at 970-259-4587 or 
to:  mark.weems@state.co.us. 

  

 Fruitland Formation Outcrop Mitigation and 
Monitoring Projects (4M Projects) 

   

Fruitland Formation Outcrop - 4M Pilot Scale 
Mitigation Projects La Plata County. The 4M 
Monitoring Report (May 22, 2014) has been 

posted on the COGCC webpage under Library, San 
Juan Basin, 4M Project Reports.    
 
4M Monitoring Wells La Plata and Archuleta Coun-
ties. There are 17 wells at 11 locations in the 
COGCC 4M monitoring program. Well pressures are 
monitored remotely via satellite telemetry with 
one or two maintenance visits per year, depend-
ing upon data received.   Operations and mainte-
nance (O&M) activities were conducted on Sep-
tember 30 and October 1, 2013 by COGCC and 
Northwest staff.  In general, the locations held up 
well during the recent large storm events al-
though several access roads were damaged.  The 
upper transducer at Highway 151 #2 starting giv-
ing erratic readings in late June 2013 and ceased 
transmitting in late July 2013.  There was no sur-
face evidence of problems, indicating the trans-
ducer itself has probably failed.  Erratic readings 
from the upper transducer at Wagon Gulch #2 
were determined to be from a loose wire in the 
hub which was reconnected.  Data now appears to 
be transmitting normally.  Wellhead leaks at 
South Fork Texas Creek #2 are still evident and 
require repair.  Pending O&M activities includes 
the replacement of the upper transducer at High-
way 151 #2 and a rebuild of the wellhead at South 
Fork Texas Creek #2.  In addition it is planned to 
swap out the Level TrollTM datalogger system at a 
Basin Creek well and install an AquaTrollTM to run 
an assessment if different monitoring technologies 
may provide more accurate water level informa-
tion.  The Beaver Creek locations continue to be 
inaccessible due to surface access issues and the 
BP Highlands location was not visited due to po-
tential road damage and wet road issues.  Both 
locations are currently reporting normally via the 
telemetry system.  .    A field visit by the COGCC 
and their contractor is planned for late June/early 
July . 
  
Ongoing Investigation, Reclamation, and Mitiga-
tion of Residual Methane in the Vicinity of the 
Bryce 1-X Well Area, Bondad, Colorado  Three  
domestic water wells were sampled at the Bondad 
location on May 14, 2014 by Four Corners Geo-
science staff  Free methane results ranged from 
0.63mg/l in the Middle well to 4.92 mg/l in the 
South well.  Due to a mechanical failure, a sample 
from the North well was not obtained. Analytical 
and isotopic data are pending.   
 

 

tel:970-625-2497
mailto:DNR_rulison.submittal@state.co.us
mailto:DNR_rioblanco.submittal@state.co.us
mailto:karen.spray@state.co.us
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 SOUTHEAST COLORADO 

 

 U.S. EPA Raton Basin Hydraulic Fracturing 
Study – Las Animas and Huerfano Counties 

 
As part of the retrospective study of possible im-
pacts from well completions, a third round of 
sampling and analysis of groundwater from two 
areas in the Raton Basin was conducted during 
the week of November 5, 2012. COGCC staff, as 
well as contractors for Pioneer Natural Re-
sources, collected split samples at many of the 
sites. The EPA released an interim progress re-
port on the study in December 2012.  The EPA is 
expected to release the study in a draft for pub-
lic and peer review in 2014.  Ultimately, results 
from the study are intended to inform the public 
and provide policymakers at all levels with high-
quality scientific knowledge that can be used in 
decision-making. For more information on the 
EPA hydraulic study, go to http://www.epa.gov/
hfstudy/. 

  

 VARIANCES 
 

Noble Energy, LLC  

A Form 2A (No. 400544706) containing a variance 
request from Rule 605.a.(2) was approved on May 
21, 2014. Noble Energy, Inc. (“Noble”) requested 
a variance from Rule 605.a.(2) for their Five Riv-
ers K09-62-1HN Project. Rule 605.a.(2) requires 
tanks to be at least two (2) diameters or three 
hundred fifty (350) feet, whichever is smaller, 
from the boundary of the property on which it is 
built.  Where the property line is a public way 
the tanks shall be two thirds (2/3) of the diame-
ter from the nearest side of the public way or 
easement.  In this case, the section line is the 
property line and a two diameter tank setback 
from the section/property line (line) would ap-
ply.  The existing access road was built trending 
north, deviating northeast from the line.  The 
land use and development has evolved in accor-
dance with the orientation of the access road 
rather than the line.  By seeking this variance, 
Noble seeks to continue consolidating facilities 
with the historical development, and to avoid 
placing production facilities in the floodplain 
west of the existing facilities.  The property on 
both sides of the line is owned by the same land-
owner. The property is located at the SE¼ SE¼ of 

Section 8, Township 4 North, Range 66 West, 6th 
P.M. 
 

 ORGANIZATION 

 
New Eastern Plains Field Inspection Supervisor  
 

Craig Aaron Quint has been promoted and is now 
the Eastern Plains Field Inspection Supervisor.  
Although he started working for the COGCC as a 
field inspector in 2010, Craig has over 36 years of 
experience in the oil and gas industry including 
drilling, production, gas processing and wireline 
operations. He has had training and certification 
in numerous programs and worked many phase of 
oil and gas including exploration, completions, gas 
processing and regulatory. His stated goal is to 
combine and pass on his knowledge and experi-
ence in these areas to benefit his colleagues and 
the agency. 

 
New Reclamation Specialists  
 

Catherine Roy has over 10 years of experience 
working in restoration ecology, environmental 
consulting for oil and gas, and botany. She re-
ceived her bachelor’s degree from Utah State Uni-
versity and Master’s degree in Biological Sciences 
with emphasis in Restoration Ecology from Califor-
nia Polytechnic State University in San Luis 
Obispo, CA. Catherine has also has a diverse back-
ground in environmental regulation and manage-
ment. She will work out of her home office in Du-
rango and will cover southwestern Colorado. 
 
Ryan Costa is the new Reclamation Specialist for 
the southeastern region and is a native of this re-
gion. He has a bachelor’s degree in Rangeland 
Ecology and Watershed Science from Colorado 
State University.  He has worked in the oil and gas 
industry performing and monitoring reclamation 
and stormwater projects throughout Colorado and 
Wyoming for four years and has been involved in a 
broad range of reclamation projects throughout 
the state of Colorado.  He has also served as an 
environmental technician for the mining and agri-
cultural industries. 
 
Amanda Goodwin has spent the past two years on 
Colorado’s Western Slope as a stormwater inspec-
tor and reclamation coordinator for the private 
sector of the oil and gas industry.  She comes by 
way of Utah, where she earned her Masters in 
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Landscape Architecture from Utah State Uni-
versity, with an emphasis in low impact design 
and phytoremendation. Prior to this, she re-
ceived a bachelors and Masters in Architecture 
from Norwich University in Vermont, with a 
concentration in subterranean structures.  
Amanda will cover the northwestern part of the 
state.  

 
New Field Inspectors  
 

Curtis Conklin graduated from Colorado State 
University in 2003 with a Bachelor in Animal 
Science and Equine Industry Concentration. He 
has been in the Oil and Gas industry for almost 
eight years, starting as a certified heavy equip-
ment operator building roads, locations, storm 
water and doing reclamation. Most recently he 
was with Cameron Surface Systems where he 
oversaw the installation of pressure control sys-
tems (i.e. well heads, frac trees, and valves) 
and pressure tests for various equipment. He is 
also a NCCCO Certified crane operator. He cur-
rently resides in Collbran, CO. 

 
Kyle Granahan is a new field inspector working 
out of the Rifle area and will report to Shaun 
Kellerby.  Kyle has been in the oil and gas in-
dustry since 2007 when he went to work for 
Schlumberger focusing on cementing and spe-
cialty frac jobs. In 2012, he started working 
with Patterson-UTI Drilling dealing with all as-
pects of and gas drilling. Kyle worked on Rig 
308 which drilled many wells in the Rifle and 
Parachute area. Kyle has his Associates of Arts 
degree and is considering furthering his educa-
tion in engineering.  
 
An organizational chart can be found on pages 
10-13. For contact information, please go to 
our homepage, and then “Staff Contact Infor-
mation.” 

 

  PLANNING/ADMINISTRATION/OTHER 
  

 Plugging and Reclaiming Abandoned Wells 
(PRAW) - Project Updates 

  

The DB Orphan Blair #1 Project came into be-
ing when on July 7, 2013 a ditch rider discov-
ered water flowing from the ground and dis-
charging into an irrigation ditch located on the 
NW edge of DeBeque, CO in Mesa County.  The 

COGCC was contacted on July 9th and because 
other orphaned oil and gas wells had been previ-
ously discovered and plugged by the COGCC, the 
COGCC assumed responsibility and had water sam-
ples gathered for lab analysis.  Lab analysis indi-
cated salty water which is indicative of oil and gas 
geologic sources.  The ground around the water 
flow was dug up and the source of the leak was de-
termined to be from a hole in a pipeline which was 
traced back to an old abandoned well that appears 
to have been drilled around 1902 based on old 
USGS reports.  The salt water discharge into the 
ditch was terminated by sealing the well head and 
then disconnecting the pipeline. 
 
To date the plugging design, cost estimate and bid 
documents have been prepared; however, this pro-
ject has been delayed until after July 1st of this 
year due to the recent discovery of leaking wells 
found in Larimer County in proximity of the lands 
flooded last September. 
 
The Larimer County Project includes three wells 
recently discovered in lands located in the rain 
flooded areas from last September.  All three wells 
have been re-entered and plugged by the COGCC.  
The Culver-Shamrock #1 was found to be leaking is 
located in the flood plains of Thompson Creek and 
because of concerns for the spring runoff; it was 
deemed an Emergency Project.  Projects with 
emergency status by-pass the bidding process and a 
contractor was selected and hired.  In close prox-
imity are two additional wells that were also in 
need of plugging.  The Kaley #1 was leaking, too, 
and is located on higher grounds in an irrigated hay 
field.  The Jessica #1 has been previously plugged, 
is not currently leaking, but will be re-entered and 
assessed since it is of the same vintage and very 
close to the other two wells.  Ninety-Five thousand 
five hundred fourteen dollars ($95,514) were spent 
to plug these wells and because of budgetary con-
straints, this project displaced the DB Orphan Blair 
#1 project for this fiscal year (July 2013-June 
2014). 
 
The PAST Project includes three leaking plugged 
and abandoned wells that were re-entered and re-
plugged and have been renamed the 2013 
Piceance Re-entries Project to avoid confusion 
with other work.  Two are located in Garfield 
County and one is in Mesa County. This work com-
menced in June 2014 and successfully completed 
July 2014 for a total cost $236,776.   The fiscal 
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year begins July 1st; so, a portion of the costs 
were charged to FYE2013 and the balance to this 
fiscal year (FYE2014) or $150,886.  These sites 
need surface reclamation which will likely take 
place in the next fiscal or after July 1, 2014.  
 
The Pasture #1 Project involves the final aban-
donment of the well which includes cutting the 
casing off three feet below ground level and in-
stalling a well marker and sign.  This work, too, 
has been re- scheduled after July 1st because of 
the Larimer County Emergency Project. 
 
The Debeque Environmental and Reclamation 
Project involves the remediation and reclamation 
of soils contaminated by salt water in the vicinity 
of the orphaned wells known as the Homestead 
#2 and the Pasture #1 wells.  Both sites are lo-
cated in Mesa County on the NW edge of DeBe-
que, CO.  Soil sampling and lab analysis has been 
completed on both well sites. The Homestead #2 
will be partially completed this fiscal year 
(FYE2014) and carried forward into next fiscal 
year (FYE2015).  No work has been done on the 
Pasture #1 and it, too will also be carried forward 
after July 1st. 
 
Biscuit Pad Remediation Project includes two 
well pads and the two respective access roads 
where they are currently located in an active irri-
gated hayfield.  The goal is reclaim and return 
the lands back to agricultural purposes.  This pro-
ject is located in Garfield County near the NE 
border of the town of Rifle and east highway 13.  
The lowest bid from the list of qualified contrac-
tors came in at $143,000 and the work had been 
awarded to Tally Ho Construction, Inc. Tally Ho 
facilities and offices are headquartered in Rifle, 
CO.  Tally Ho Construction commenced work on 
the project October 2013.  To date, approxi-
mately 92 percent of the project is complete 
with a goal to have the project fully completed 
within the next couple of weeks. The final punch 
list includes removal and disposal of materials 
used to minimize soil erosion (BMP’s), seeding for 
the north pad and fill areas, final surveys for soils 
and rock materials and moved and placed, and 
demobilizing and moving equipment offsite.  
 
The Tatonka Reclamation Project includes three 
well pads located in Moffat County with two well 
pads being on the Culverwell property that can 

be found approximately 20 miles west of Craig, 
CO and a couple of miles north of Hwy 40 with 
another well pad and pit being located on the 
Gerber property and found four miles west of 
Craig and three miles north of Hwy 40.  A con-
tractor has provided a documented quote and 
price to reclaim the mud reserve pit on the Ger-
ber pad.  Work commenced on the Gerber pit and 
will have to be carried forward to after July 1st 
(FYE2015).   No reclamation work has been done 
to date on the Culverwell pad.  This project is 
also re-scheduled after July 1st.  
 
The Gentry Project is located in Rio Blanco 
County and includes 10 sites with eight wells and 
two pits that can be found approximately a half 
mile west of Rangely, CO and one and a half 
miles south of Hwy 64.  The landowner has plans 
to do some land development and brought the 
matter to the attention of the COGCC.  This pro-
ject is also re-scheduled after July 1, 2014. 
 
Page 14 contains a spreadsheet listing PRAW pro-
jects that are either scheduled in process or com-
pleted as of June 4, 2014. 
 

July 2014 Hearing Docket 

A docket for the July 2014 hearing will be avail-
able shortly after the June hearing. Hearing 
dockets are available on our website by clicking 
on “Hearings.” Links to the notices and hearing 
applications are available from the Docket Num-
ber and Applicant, respectively. To sign up for e-
mail notification of hearing notices and applica-
tions, please see the announcement and instruc-
tions on the homepage of the COGCC website: 
www.cogcc.state.co.us 
 
 

  Colorado Oil and Gas Information System 
(COGIS) Projects, Updates and Changes  
 

Environmental Database 

During the past 18 months, the COGCC and the 
Ground Water Protection Council (GWPC) have 
been working together to develop a new Environ-
mental Database that will contain the results 
from the from the Colorado Oil and Gas Associa-
tion Voluntary Baseline Groundwater Quality  
Sampling program, along with other environ-



8 June 17, 2014 Oil & Gas Staff Report  Oil & Gas Staff Report  Oil & Gas Staff Report    

mental data collected by the agency. The project 
Sampling program, along with other environ-
mental data collected by the agency. The project 
included the development of a new relational 
database model that will allow the data to be 
accessible to the public from the COGCC web-
site.  
 
Other improvements include an Electronic Data 
Deliverable that allows industry to submit the 
results of the sampling directly to the COGCC, 
which can then process the information directly 
into the database. The application has many 
other features to help staff analyze the informa-
tion and understand the lab results from the sam-
pling. The interface will allow the public to view 
and download the results.  
 

Electronic Form Submissions (eForm) 
 

TOTAL ELECTRONIC FORM SUBMITTALS 
FEBRUARY 2013 – MAY 2014 
 

Forms currently available through eForm: 
  
Form 2 – Application for Permit to Drill 
Form 2A – Oil and Gas Location Assessment 
Form 4 – Sundry Notice 
Form 5 – Drilling Completion Report 
Form 5A – Completed Interval Report 
Form 6 – Well Abandonment Report 
Form 10 - Certification of Clearance/Change of Op-
erator 
Form 15 – Earthen Pit Report/Permit  
Form 17 – Bradenhead Test Report 

Form 19 - Spill/Release Report 
Form 41 – Trade Secret Claim of Entitlement 
Form 42 – Notice of Notification (Notice of Hydrau-
lic Fracturing) 
  
Following is a breakdown by Form for the month of 
May 2014:  

 
The development team is working on several 
forms concurrently.  The Form 22 Accident Re-
port is in final testing and should be released 
soon.  Forms 14, 14A, 26, 31 and 33 are in vari-
ous stages of development. 
 
As forms are released on eForm, updates to the 
PDF version on our Forms page, http://
cogcc.state.co.us/Forms/forms.html, will occur 
in tandem. These new versions of the PDF forms 
will reflect any changes that have taken place 
when forms are moved into eForm.   
 
Along with the eForm system, a page is available 
where the operators can review all known bugs 
within the system and report any new ones they 
discover. Currently, there are 305 operators us-
ing eForm.  
 
The public is permitted to make comments on all 
submitted Oil and Gas Location Assessment 
(OGLA) forms (Forms 2A) through the eForm sys-
tem. This is accomplished by going to the COGCC 
website (http://www.colorado.gov/cogcc) and 
clicking on the menu option, “Permits”, (or 
h t t p : / / c o g c c . s t a t e . c o . u s / C O G I S /
DrillingPermits.asp).   
 
On the COGIS-Permits page, two search options 
are available for OGLA forms, “All Pending Loca-

http://cogcc.state.co.us/Forms/forms.html
http://cogcc.state.co.us/Forms/forms.html


9 Oil & Gas Staff Report  Oil & Gas Staff Report  Oil & Gas Staff Report    June 17, 2014 
 

tion Assessments for” and “All Approved Loca-
tion Assessments for.” When the results are dis-
played for forms in process, the public can click 
on the document number, which logs the 
user  onto the new eForm application.  Once the 
page is displayed with the selected document, 
the user can select the Comment button to make 
a comment on that particular form.  The public 
can use his same method to make comments on 
APDs (Form 2s). 
 
For any operator not currently enrolled in 
eForm, instructions for starting the process can 
be found at http://cogcc.state.co.us/
Announcements/COUAInformation.pdf. 
 

Website Update Project 
 

The COGCC website is being redesigned to sim-
plify site navigation and to improve overall ease 
of use for both internal and external us-
ers.  Content is being reorganized with an em-
phasis on public accessibility to information 
about oil and gas operations in the state, includ-
ing Commission rules, regulations, hearings, 
wells, and production data. The new COGCC site 
is slated to go online in the Fall of 2014 with 
beta testing beginning this summer. Initially, 
most of the database search and mapping tools 
will be moved unchanged from the old site to the 
new, with a schedule of systematic future up-
grades. 
   

Financial Assurance Operator Audit  
 
Since August 2013, the Financial Assurance unit, 
together with our student intern from Arrupe 
Jesuit High School, has been conducting a phone 
audit with operators to verify that our database 
contains accurate address and phone numbers as 
required by Rule 302.a, Registration for Oil and 
Gas Operations.  Approximately 900 records 
were reviewed and letters were sent to 90 op-
erators requesting submittal of a new Form 1 
with current information.  This has been a slow 
process, but some operators have been brought 
into compliance with receipt of their new Form 
1. We are now beginning the final stage of this 
audit in which we initiate enforcement action 
for non-compliance.  

 

http://cogcc.state.co.us/Announcements/COUAInformation.pdf
http://cogcc.state.co.us/Announcements/COUAInformation.pdf
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