
TOP STORIES  
 

 Complaint Resolution and the COGCC’s Lean 
Process Improvement 

 

The COGCC started a Lean Process Improvement 
project in October 2014 to address the manner in 
which public complaints are received and ad-
dressed. The project’s vision statement has two 
parts: (1) to create a process that will be easy 
and transparent for Colorado residents to partici-
pate in, and (2) to streamline, and make more 
effective, the internal complaint intake and com-
plaint resolution/close processes.   
 
At the present time, the COGCC spends signifi-
cant resources investigating and responding to 
public complaints. Many complaints require sev-
eral field inspections to resolve, and some com-
plaints may require multiple staff members to 
resolve. Given the staff time invested in each 
complaint, finding ways to streamline the process 
and make it more effective is a must.  
 
As part of this project, a COGCC staff team held 
a three day event and generated several recom-
mendations to implement the project’s vision. 
Examples include building a complaints webpage 
accessible from the COGCC’s homepage and 
providing guidance to the public about the pro-
cess on that webpage, including how to file a 
complaint. Other recommendations would create 
a central complaint intake team, or develop in-
ternal standard operating procedures for all as-
pects of the complaint process. 
 
Some of these recommendations are expected to 
be implemented by January 2015. Others, be-
cause they could require additional staff or 
changes to the COGCC’s information systems, will 
be implemented later in the new year. 
 

 Risk Based Inspection Implementation  
 

Senate Bill 2013-202 directed the COGCC to 
adopt a risk based approach for inspecting oil and  
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gas locations and to submit a report to the Sen-
ate outlining changes to inspection practices and 
procedures needed to fully implement a risk 
based program. The Commission issued Risk 
Based Inspections: Strategies to Address Environ-
mental Risk Associated with Oil and Gas Opera-
tions to the Senate in January 2014. One of the 
COGCC’s recommendations was that the COGCC 
“should review integrity test results and inspect 
production facilities more frequently.” 
 
The COGCC is currently convening a series of 
stakeholder meetings to identify best manage-
ment practices for flowlines and other production 
facilities. The stakeholder meetings have focused 
on the following two priorities: 
 

 Developing policies for how operators must 
perform integrity test of flowlines (1101.e) 
and critical parts of production facilities 
(605.d). Draft policies have been completed 
and are currently under review. 

 

 Developing policies and procedures for 
COGCC audits of integrity test records.  

 

 Local Government Liaison (LGL) Program 
 

Local Government Liaisons (LGLs) Marc Morton 
and Nancy Prince recently published the Fall 
2014 Local Government Designee (LGD) Newslet-
ter. This issue and previously published issues 
are available on the COGCC website under the 
“LOCAL GOV” link. The newsletters contain per-
tinent articles on topics such as advantages to 
local governments for participation in the LGD 
program, instructions for signing up for the pro-
gram, and updates to COGCC rules and policies. 
The LGD newsletters also contain other items of 
interest to local governments, the public, and 
others interested in regulation of oil and gas in 
Colorado. 
 

http://cogcc.state.co.us/
mailto:dnr.ogcc@state.co.us
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PUBLIC OUTREACH 

 
 Outreach by Director and other Staff 

Members  
 

 On October 15, Environmental Manager Greg 
Deranleau and Western Oil and Gas Location 
Assessment Specialist Dave Kubeczko presented 
at a meeting of the Upper Colorado River En-
dangered Fish Recovery Program. The presenta-
tion focused on the COGCC’s permitting and 
regulatory role with an emphasis on protection 
of surface water resources and sensitive habi-
tat. Wyoming and Utah also shared their regu-
latory programs, and the hosts presented infor-
mation on habitats and ongoing efforts to pro-
tect sensitive species.  

  

 On October 19 through 22, Director Matt Lepore 
attended the Interstate Oil and Gas Compact 
Commission Annual Meeting in Columbus, Ohio. 

 

 On October 24, Director Lepore participated in 
the Longmont site tour of the Governor’s Task 
Force on State and Local Regulation of Oil and 
Gas Operations. 

 

 On November 6, Reclamation Supervisor Denise 
Arthur gave a talk on reclamation issues at the 
Gas and Oil Regulatory Team (GORT) meeting in 
Durango. Director Lepore also attended the 
meeting. 

 

 On November 10, Environmental Supervisor 
John Axelson delivered a presentation and an-
swered questions about the COGCC’s regulatory 
role in oil and gas development at the annual 
meeting of the Colorado Chapter of the Soil and 
Water Conservation Society held in Loveland. 

 

 On November 10, Environmental Manager Greg 
Deranleau presented information and answered 
questions about the COGCC’s regulatory role in 
oil and gas development at the South Park Mas-
ter Leasing Plan Stakeholders meeting in the 
Town of Alma. The stakeholder group is meet-
ing to identify concerns and areas of common 
ground regarding the preliminary plan by the 
U.S. Bureau of Land Management to lease min-
erals in the South Park Basin. Stakeholders in-
clude wildlife conservation groups, wilderness 

In total, 168 entities (56 counties, 104 munici-
palities, and eight special districts) currently 
participate in the voluntary LGD program. Re-
cent new additions to the LGD ranks include the 
Town of Ault (Gary White), the Town of Wray 
(James DePue), the Town of Norwood (Patti 
Grafmyer), the Town of Kit Carson (Christie 
Johnson), the Town of Eckley (John Owens), the 
Town of Kersey (Brett Bloom), the Town of Yam-
pa (Janet Ray), Town of Olney Springs (Carl 
McClure), and the Town of Cedaredge (Raymond 
Hanson). 
 
Recent LGDs assigned to replace outgoing or re-
tiring LGDs include Mark Williams (City of Duran-
go), Stuart McArthur (Town of Parachute), Greg 
Lanning (City of Grand Junction), and Peter 
Wysocki (City of Colorado Springs). We welcome 
LGDs both new to the program and those who 
are replacing outgoing LGDs. A current list of 
participating LGDs can also be found under the 
“LOCAL GOV” link on the COGCC website. 
 
As a reminder to all LGDs, it is imperative that 
you notify the COGCC (via submittal of an up-
dated Form 29) of any change to an individual’s 
e-mail address or contact information, or any 
change in the status of your jurisdiction’s partic-
ipation in the LGD program. If we don’t have an 
LGD’s current e-mail address, eForm generated 
notifications will not be delivered. 
 
LGDs are also reminded to periodically visit the 
COGCC website “MAPS” link to compare their 
geographic boundary with what is presented on 
the COGCC website, as the COGCC relies on this 
data to generate email notifications of pending 
and proposed well and location permit applica-
tions. If a city or town’s mapped boundary is 
incorrect on our website, we request that the 
municipality, county, or special district submit 
either a shapefile with the correct information, 
or merely send us a current map. Questions 
about this procedure can be directed to Dennis 
Ahlstrand (COGCC GIS Analyst) or to either of 
the LGLs. Dennis’ e-mail address is den-
nis.ahlstrand@state.co.us. 
 
A list of the LGL outreach and public involve-
ment activities conducted since the previous 
staff report is included in the latter half of the 
Public Outreach section below. 
 

mailto:dennis.ahlstrand@state.co.us
mailto:dennis.ahlstrand@state.co.us
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the unique spacing and pooling requirements of 
developing hydrocarbon reservoirs with hori-
zontal wells. The workshop was attended by 
invited state oil and gas regulators from Arkan-
sas, Oklahoma, Nevada, North Dakota and 
Utah, and various oil and gas operators active 
in Utah. 

 

 On December 10, Director Lepore participated 
in a meeting of the Governor’s Task Force on 
State and Local Regulation of Oil and Gas Oper-
ations in Rifle. 
 

 Chris Eisinger, Senior Research Scientist, pro-
vided New Mexico Institute of Mining and Tech-
nology with a support letter and agreed to be 
an advisory panel participant in its proposed 
National Science Foundation study regarding 
induced seismicity in the Raton Basin. The $3 
million collaboration with the University of Col-
orado, Los Alamos National Laboratory, and the 
University of New Mexico would evaluate ways 
to reduce the risk of induced seismicity from oil 
and gas operations associated with saline water 
injection. 
 

 Stuart Ellsworth, Engineering Manager, provid-
ed the University of Colorado with a support 
letter and agreed to be an advisory panel par-
ticipant in its proposed National Science Foun-
dation study on induced seismicity: “Hazards 
SEES: The Risk Landscape of Earthquakes In-
duced by Deep Wastewater Injection.” 
 

 Stuart Ellsworth, Engineering Manager, agreed 
to be on a Colorado School of Mines advisory 
panel to a National Science Foundation Sustain-
ability Research Network grant, “Air Water 
Gas,” led by the University of Colorado. The 
Mines portion of the grant will study wellbore 
integrity and probabilities of failure through 
finite element modeling. 

 

 Outreach by LGLs 
 

 On October 6, Nancy Prince met with Ft. 
Lupton planning staff to discuss COGCC oil and 
gas regulations and Ft. Lupton land use codes. 

 
 
 
 

conservation groups, regulatory agencies, and 
industry.  

 

 On November 14, Director Lepore was a panel 
member on the Plenary Discussion, 
"Stakeholders and Community in Sustainable 
Natural Resource Development"  at the Ameri-
can Society of International Law's  biennial 
meeting titled "Reassessing International Eco-
nomic Law and Development: New Challenges 
for Law and Policy.” 

 

 On November 14, Director Lepore was a guest 
lecturer at the University of Denver’s law 
school. His session was titled “Community Ex-
pectations for the Sustainable Development of 
Natural Resources.” 

 

 On November 20 and 21, Director Lepore par-
ticipated in a meeting of the Governor’s Task 
Force on State and Local Regulation of Oil and 
Gas Operations in Loveland. 

 

 On December 1 through 3, Director Lepore par-
ticipated in  the "Unconventional Gas Technical 
Engagement Program Expert Consultation Meet-
ings" in Santiago and Punta Arenas, Chile, spon-
sored by the U.S. Department of the Interior, 
Bureau of Energy Resources.  

 

 On December 5, Field Inspection Manager Mar-
garet Ash was a guest lecturer at the TOPCORP 
training program in Austin, Texas. This training 
program for regulators and policy makers in the 
oil and gas industry was developed by the Colo-
rado School of Mines, the University of Texas - 
Austin, and Pennsylvania State University, and 
is led by principal investigators at each of the 
three universities: Jim Ladlee (PSU), Hilary Ol-
son, PhD (UT), and Azra Tutuncu, PhD (CSM). 
The following five members of the COGCC’s 
field inspection and environmental work units 
were also present: Mike Leonard, Jim Precup, 
Susan Sherman, Joe Mclaren, and Kris Neidel.  

 

 On December 8 and 9, Permit and Technical 
Services Manager Jane Stanczyk and Hearings 
Officer Jill Dorancy participated in a horizontal 
drilling workshop hosted by the Utah Division of 
Oil, Gas and Mining, held at the Utah Depart-
ment of Natural Resources office in Salt Lake 
City. The primary focus of the workshop was 



4 December 15, 2014 Oil and Gas Staff Report  Oil and Gas Staff Report  Oil and Gas Staff Report    

 On October 7, Nancy Prince attended a meeting 
of the Aurora Planning and Economic Redevel-
opment Committee, at which oil and gas regu-
lations were discussed. 

 

 On October 15, Nancy Prince attended a stake-
holder meeting sponsored by Adams County to 
discuss potential changes to its land use code. 
 

 On October 16, Marc Morton attended the bi-
monthly Energy Industry Working Group meet-
ing in Greeley, organized by Weld County 
Transportation staff. The meeting involved op-
erators and subcontractors, county staff, and 
local government representatives. The purpose 
of these meetings is to better plan for oil and 
gas-related projects affecting transportation in 
Weld County. Marc updated the group on the 
Governor’s Oil and Gas Task Force schedule, 
and reminded operators to adhere to pre-
application notification requirements for loca-
tions in proximity to residential areas. 

 

 On October 20, Marc Morton attended a Frack-
ingSense lecture series in Timnath. The  lecture 
series is hosted by Dr. Patty Limerick of the 
Center of the American West, in conjunction 
with a research grant from the National Science 
Foundation, and with support and participation 
from various groups. Panelists included Howard 
Boignon (oil and gas attorney), Teresa Coons 
(former Mayor of Grand Junction/
immunologist), Pete Morton (Economist with 
Center of the American West), and Craig Ras-
mussen (Chief Operating Officer for Synergy 
Resources). The panelist discussion was fol-
lowed by an audience question and answer ses-
sion. 

 

 On October 28, Marc Morton provided a half-
day LGD training to 18 individuals comprised of 
local government staff, environmental consult-
ants, and industry representatives. COGCC 
Hearings Manager Bob Frick, Colorado Depart-
ment of Public Health & Environment (CDPHE)
Oil and Gas Liaison Kent Kuster, and U.S. Bu-
reau of Land Management -  Durango Field Of-
fice representative Ryan Joyner provided the 
training. 

 

 On October 29, Marc Morton travelled to Bay-
field and attended the Northern San Juan Basin 

Stakeholders public meeting, organized by staff 
from the U.S. Department of Agriculture - San 
Juan National Forest. 

 

 On October 29, Nancy Prince attended an infor-
mation session for Adams County to present pro-
posed land use code changes to the public. 

 

 On October 30, Marc Morton and Southwest Re-
gion Field Inspector Steve Labowskie travelled 
to Cortez and met with staff from the Dolores 
Water Conservancy District. Marc and Steve pro-
vided the District with an overview of COGCC 
rules, permitting processes, and policies. 

 

 On October 31, Nancy Prince and the Field In-
spection Unit’s Mike Leonard attended a follow-
up stakeholder meeting sponsored by Adams 
County to discuss potential changes to their land 
use code. 

 

 On November 3, Nancy Prince attended a work 
session of Aurora City Council at which proposed 
changes to land use code were discussed. 

 

 On November 5, Nancy Prince attended the 
Fremont County mayors’ meeting and presented 
information on the LGD program to newly elect-
ed officials. 

 

 On November 6, Marc Morton attended the quar-
terly GORT meeting in Durango. 

 

 On November 7, Marc Morton travelled to Cortez 
and met with LGDs James Dietrich and Leann 
Milligan of the Montezuma County Planning De-
partment. 

 

 During the month of November, Marc Morton as-
sisted the Chama Peak Land Alliance (a non-
profit based in Durango) in their selection and 
interview process to fill a newly created Stew-
ardship Coordinator position. 

 

 On November 11, Nancy Prince presented infor-
mation on oil and gas activities to the Emerging 
Planning Professionals Committee of the Ameri-
can Planning Association - Colorado Chapter in 
Denver. 
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REGIONAL ACTIVITIES 
 

 Northeast Colorado 
 

 Naturally Occurring Radioactive Materials 

Study 

 
In October 2011, the State Review of Oil & Natu-
ral Gas Environmental Regulations (STRONGER) 
team recommended that the COGCC gather in-
formation on the occurrence and level of Natu-
rally Occurring Radioactive Materials (NORMs) in 
Exploration and Production (E&P) wastes in Col-
orado. Based on this recommendation, the 
COGCC initiated Special Project 2136, the 
"NORM Study," in 2014. The study started with 
the development of a sampling and analysis plan 
prepared by a third party-certified health physi-
cist in cooperation with COGCC staff and in-
volved review by the Radioactive Materials Unit 
of the CDPHE.   
 
Due to the widespread practice of land applica-
tion of cuttings as a beneficial soil amendment 
on agricultural lands, the COGCC focused the 
study on drill cuttings generated from the devel-
opment of the Niobrara Formation in Weld 
County. A total of 36 samples were collected in 
2014 and submitted for analysis to evaluate 
NORM levels. The following three types of sam-
ples were collected: 12 samples of drill cuttings, 
12 samples of soils amended with cuttings, and 
12 samples of native soil. Native soils were sam-
pled to  determine background concentrations. 
 
The sample results indicated that no radionu-
clide levels exceed levels found in background 
samples. In many cases, the amount of radionu-
clides in background samples were found to be 
higher than the amounts in the drill cut-
tings. Although this study was limited in scope, 
the data collected to date indicates that the 
beneficial reuse of drill cuttings as a soil amend-
ment in Weld County does not create conditions 
that pose a threat to human health or the envi-
ronment. 
 
A copy of the report will be posted to the 
COGCC website and a presentation of the find-
ings will be provided to the Commission during 
the January 2015 Hearing. The COGCC will con-
tinue to evaluate NORM levels in cuttings gener-

ated from other areas of the state as well as oth-
er types of E&P wastes in the future. 
 

 Northwest Colorado 

 

 Northwest Colorado Oil and Gas Forum 

  
A meeting of the Forum was held on December 4, 
2014 at 10:00AM in Rifle at the Colorado Moun-
tain College. All parties wishing to be placed on 
the next meeting agenda or added to the distri-
bution list for announcements should contact 
Craig Burger at 970-625-2497 or by email to 
craig.burger@state.co.us. 
 

 Project Rulison 

 
Please note that the email for Project Rulison 
submittals has been changed to: 
 
DNR_rulison.submittal@state.co.us 

 

 Project Rio Blanco 

 
Please note that the email for Project Rio Blanco 
submittals has been changed to: 

 
DNR_rioblanco.submittal@state.co.us 

  

  Southwest Colorado 
   

 Gas and Oil Regulatory Team (GORT) Meeting 
  
The most recent GORT meeting occurred on 
Thursday, November 6, 2014 between 8:30 a.m. 
and noon at the La Plata County Fairgrounds in 
Durango. 
 
The next GORT meeting is scheduled for February 
5, 2015 at 8:30 a.m. at the La Plata County Fair-
grounds, Animas Room, 2500 Main Ave., Durango. 
Any party who wishes to be placed on the next 
meeting agenda should contact Mark Weems(970-
259-4587) or mark.weems@state.co.us 
  

 Fruitland Formation Outcrop Mitigation and 
Monitoring Projects (4M Projects) 

   

4M Pilot Scale Mitigation Projects - La Plata 
County. In May 2014, the South Fork Texas Creek 
(SFTC) compressor was rebuilt to replace worn 
bearings. The heater plate in the methane sensor 

tel:970-625-2497
mailto:craig.burger@state.co.us
mailto:DNR_rulison.submittal@state.co.us
mailto:DNR_rioblanco.submittal@state.co.us
mailto:mark.weems@state.co.us
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was also replaced. Regularly scheduled opera-
tions and maintenance, performed by COGCC’s 
contractors, continues. Some successes of the 
project include: 

 
Methane Mitigation: 

 Gas containing methane concentrations of 
78.4 - 99.5% (SFTC) and 0.2—5% (Pine Riv-
er) were continuously recovered during 
the first and second quarters of 2014. 

 Since conversion to a passive system in 
June of 2012 at Pine River, methane con-
centrations have remained at 0% - 5% fol-
lowing an increase in the first and second 
quarters of 2013. 

 
Electrical Generation: 

 SFTC has generated 179,463 kWH of sur-
plus electricity since May 2009. 

 System operated at 11 kW output to main-
tain steady operation during the first and 
second quarters of 2014. 

 
Site Restoration: 

 Plant growth over the methane mitigation 
system has improved in 2014. 

 
4M Monitoring Wells La Plata and Archuleta 
Counties. There are 17 wells at 11 locations in 
the 4M monitoring program. Well pressures are 
monitored remotely via satellite telemetry 
with one or two maintenance visits per year, 
depending upon data received. Two measure-
ments per day are collected from each moni-
toring well. The BP Highlands MW 35-7-15 #1 
was inspected by COGCC staff and Resource 
Hydrogeologic Services (RHS) on September 
25, 2014. All components of this monitoring 
well were functioning properly. The COGCC 
and RHS conducted an annual inspection tour 
of all accessible monitoring wells on October 7 
and 8, 2014. RHS and COGCC staff performed 
routine annual maintenance activities on Oc-
tober 23, 2014.  
 
Ongoing Investigation, Reclamation and Miti-
gation of Residual Methane in the Vicinity of 
the Bryce 1-X Well Area, Bondad, Colorado. 
Two domestic water wells were sampled at 
the Bondad location on October 16, 2014 by 
Four Corners Geoscience. Free methane re-
sults ranged from 2.26 mg/l in the Middle well 

to 3.19 mg/l in the South well. Samples from the 
North well and from Fire Department lines were 
not taken because of flow issues.  

 
 

VARIANCE 
 

 Southwestern Energy Production 
 
Southwestern Energy Production Company 
(Southwestern) submitted a Form 4 Sundry Notice 
on August 29, 2014, requesting a variance to the 
isolation requirements for a Mechanical Integrity 
Test (MIT) as specified in former Rule 326.b.(1)A 
(re-numbered, effective September 30, 2014 as 
Rule 326.b.(3) for temporarily abandoned wells). 
The request is for the Walker 3-3 well (API No. 05-
081-07099) located in the NENE of Section 3, Town-
ship 7 North, Range 93 West 6th P.M. COGCC Rule 
326.b.(1)A requires that a bridge plug or similar 
approved isolating device for an MIT be placed 
within 100 feet of the highest perforation. 
 
The current wellbore configuration consists of 9 
5/8 inch surface casing set at 664 feet and cement-
ed to surface, and 7 inch production casing set at 
4,570 feet and cemented to approximately 400 
feet (calculated cement top). The well has open 
production perforations from 3,946 feet to 4,384 
feet. The operator reported that former produc-
tion perforations had been squeezed with cement 
from 3,288 feet to 3,869 feet. The Walker 3-3 cur-
rently has a cast iron bridge plug set at 3,204 feet 
(bottom of bridge plug is at 3,209 feet), within 100 
feet of the top squeezed perforation, but 737 feet 
above the uppermost open perforation.   
 
Southwestern requested the variance for approval 
to perform the MIT with the current bridge plug in 
place. Moving the bridge plug would require a 
workover rig specifically for that task, an added 
expenditure and work-effort which would provide 
little incremental benefit for testing the casing be-
low the bridge plug. 
 
Walker 3-3’s last MIT was completed in October 
2009. Southwestern acquired Walker 3-3 and 27 
other coalbed methane wells in July 2014. In order 
to maintain the current Temporary Abandoned sta-
tus of Walker 3-3 and 27 other coalbed methane 
wells within the same field, Southwestern was re-
quired to conduct MITs on these wells before early 
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October 2014. Southwestern already conducted 
an MIT on Walker 3-3. If this variance is ap-
proved, the recent MIT will be used to demon-
strate mechanical integrity for the portion of the 
well above 3,204 feet.  
 
Southwestern is continuing to evaluate the future 
use of Walker 3-3 before making any changes to 
the well’s current configuration. At this time, 
future plans may include re-entering the 
squeezed perforations. 
 
As required by COGCC Rule 502.b.(1), and as dis-
cussed above, Southwestern made a good faith 
effort to comply, but was unable to comply with 
Rule 326.b.(1)A. Southwestern states that this 
variance request does not violate the basic intent 
of the Oil and Gas Conservation Act. On October 
29, 2014, the COGCC Director approved South-
western’s Rule 326.b.(1)A variance request for 
this well. 

 
 
ADMINISTRATION/ORGANIZATION/OTHER 
 

 Congratulations to Margaret Ash 
 

Margaret Ash, Field Inspection Manager, was se-
lected as one of the Top Women in Energy for 
2014 in the Denver Business Journal. Ms. Ash was 
honored for her 30 years of experience in envi-
ronmental and regulatory management. Her 
grasp of the full breadth of environmental re-
quirements imposed by local, state, and federal 
regulatory bodies, in the context of a rapidly 
changing industry, has helped her guide her team 
(currently 27 COGCC inspectors) and contribute 
to industry-wide discussions.  
 
The selection committee noted that Ms. Ash has 
been instrumental in shaping thorough and sound 
regulations to address the environmental implica-
tions of energy development. Her industry-wide 
discussions and leadership have been, and contin-
ue to be, crucial to achieving balance in Colora-
do’s public/private partnership for energy devel-
opment and production in Colorado.  
 
 
 
 

 Two New Hearings Officers 
 
Jennifer Bock joined the COGCC as a Hearings 
Officer in October. Previously, Jennifer served as 
Water Director at High Country Conservation Ad-
vocates in Crested Butte. Jennifer is an attorney 
licensed in Colorado and California, and prac-
ticed land use and natural resources law at 
Rossmann and Moore, LLP in San Francisco before 
moving to Colorado to clerk for Justice Hobbs of 
the Colorado Supreme Court. 
 
Jennifer graduated from Georgetown University 
with a bachelors degree in American studies 
and from the University of California -  Berkeley 
Law School with a Juris Doctorate and a certifi-
cate in environmental law. 
 
James Rouse joined the COGCC as a Hearings 
Officer from private law practice in general civil 
litigation and as a lead mediator with Court Me-
diation Services in Denver. Prior to starting his 
own practice, James worked for a law firm spe-
cializing in oil and gas title opinions, commission 
hearings, and civil litigation. During that period, 
James served as the Chapter 11 and Chapter 7 
bankruptcy trustee for Empire Drilling Company. 
 
He has also worked as counsel for Tenneco Oil 
Company and Cities Service Company in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. James is a graduate of the Colorado 
School of Mines with a degree in geologic engi-
neering. He earned a Juris Doctorate from the 
University of Oklahoma Law School.  
 

 New Permit/Completion Tech 
 
Charles Romanchock joined the COGCC Permit-
ting Staff in early November. Chuck has a mas-
ters degree in geology from the University of 
Pennsylvania and four years of experience in the 
oil and gas industry, including extensive experi-
ence with well siting, core analysis, and micro-
seismic integration. 
 

 New Oil and Gas Location Specialist 
 

Rebecca Treitz is the newest addition to the 
COGCC Oil and Gas Location Assessment (OGLA) 
group. Before coming to the COGCC, she worked 
for LT Environmental as a Project Geologist pri-
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marily working on stormwater issues and spill 
prevention countermeasures and controls. For 
four years, she was part of the U.S. EPA Region 
8’s Superfund Technical Assessment Response 
Team contract. 
 
Rebecca also held a technical position with URS 
Corporation in one of their Southern California 
offices. Her education includes a bachelor’s de-
gree in biology, environmental science, and geol-
ogy from the University of Colorado - Boulder and 
a masters certificate in project management 
from the University of Denver. 
 
 
We extend a special welcome to James, Jennifer, 
Chuck, and Rebecca. An organizational chart can 
be found on Pages 11-14. For contact infor-
mation, please go to our homepage and find 
“Staff Contact Information.” 
 

 Plugging and Reclaiming Abandoned Wells 
(PRAW) - Project Updates 

 
The DB Orphan Blair #1 Project is located on the 
northwest edge of DeBeque in Mesa County. The 
well was found to be leaking water and was sub-
sequently dug out and sealed to stop the flow. 
Lab analysis of a water sample indicates salt 
brine, which is indicative of oil and gas geologic 
sources. Based on old USGS reports and prior ex-
perience in the area, the COGCC believes the 
well was likely drilled around 1902.  
 
After the COGCC prepared plugging design and 
cost estimates, competitive bids were recently 
solicited. RACS’s, Inc. came in with the winning 
bid of $65,069. RACS began work in October and 
has plugged the well. During the project, the 
COGCC initiated several change orders after the 
contractor encountered problems down hole. The 
project’s final cost will be available at a later 
date. 
 
The Pasture #1 Project consists of the final 
abandonment of this well by performing two 
tasks: cutting the casing off three feet below 
ground level and installing a well marker and 
sign. The tasks were completed during the month 
of October at a final estimated cost of $1,380.   
  
 

The Flessner #13 Project has previously been 
reported as a dry and abandoned well located in 
Washington County about 23 miles south of Ft. 
Morgan and Brush. It was drilled in 1955 to a 
depth of 5,460 feet (J-Sand Formation) and re-
portedly plugged at the same time by Monsanto 
Chemical Company. A farmer complained that 
the well had never been plugged and abandoned 
and is currently obstructing farming operations. 
The project was competitively bid and awarded 
to the winning contractor in the amount of 
$47,700. The work is targeted for completion be-
tween November 2014 and February 2015.  
 
The Ackerman #1 Project is a dry and aban-
doned well located in Larimer County about sev-
en miles northwest of Wellington. It was drilled 
in 1963 to a depth of 5,745 feet (Dakota for-
mation) and plugged in the same year by Alpha-
Omega Exploration Company. A COGCC inspector 
recently discovered it was leaking water. The 
work plan is to sample and test water from the 
well and determine the total depth of the well. 
For its final plugging and abandonment, the 
Ackerman #1 well has an estimated cost of 
$40,000. 
 
In October, COGCC Environmental Staff conduct-
ed a site inspection and collected a produced wa-
ter sample. Dissolved methane was detected in 
the sample at a concentration of 13 milligrams 
per liter (mg/L). Analytical results indicate the 
water is a sodium-bicarbonate type water with a 
total dissolved solids concentration of 1,800 mg/
L. Further analysis is pending, and the results are 
expected soon. No impacts to the surrounding 
grassland were evident during the site inspec-
tion. 
 
The Gentry Project, located in Rio Blanco Coun-
ty, includes 10 sites with eight wells and two pits 
located about one-half mile west of Rangely and 
one and a half miles south of State Highway 64. 
The surface owner brought the matter to the at-
tention of the COGCC. The Gentry project is esti-
mated at a total cost of $90,000. 
 
The Wallace Oil and Gas BOND CLAIM Project is 
located in far southeast Colorado in Baca County 
or about fifteen miles southeast of the town of 
Walsh. This project will include the salvaging of 
all miscellaneous production equipment and plug-



9 Oil and Gas Staff Report  Oil and Gas Staff Report  Oil and Gas Staff Report    December 15, 2014 

ging three individual wells. The total cost is esti-
mated at $90,000, of which $30,000 will come 
from the bond claim. 
 
The Noel Reynolds Ester #1 BOND CLAIM Pro-
ject is a temporarily abandoned well located in 
La Plata County about 18 miles southwest of Du-
rango and six miles from the New Mexico state 
line. This project will include the removal of mis-
cellaneous debris and unused equipment and the 
plugging of the well. The total cost is estimated 
at $50,000, of which $30,000 will come from the 
bond claim. 
 
The Fremont Co-Group #3 Five Wells Project 
includes five wells that need to be re-plugged 
and abandoned. These orphan wells are located 
in the Florence-Cañon City Field in Fremont 
County and were discovered during routine in-
spections. It is believed that they were drilled in 
the early 1900s. None of these wells have an op-
erator of record or any bond posted. The esti-
mated cost to plug and abandon these wells is 
$50,000. 
 
The Chapman #1 Project is a dry and abandoned 
well located in Baca County about six miles 
southeast of Walsh. It was drilled in 1960 to a 
depth of 5,576 feet (St. Louis Formation) and 
plugged at the same time by Falcon Seaboard 
Drilling Company. The COGCC inspection report 
indicates four feet of casing protruding above 
ground, and bubbling, churning water could be 
heard from it. The plan is to re-plug the well at 
an estimated cost of $45,000. 
 
The Stewart #1 Project is a dry and abandoned 
well located in La Plata County about 26 miles 
southwest of Durango and about one mile from 
the New Mexico state line. It was drilled in 1949 
to a depth of 3,314 feet and reported plugged at 
the same time by Ocean Oil Company. The well, 
which is situated in a ravine with tight quarters, 
making access difficult, and was found to be 
leaking fairly fresh water. 
 
No samples were taken at the time of inspection, 
but it was noted that the foliage was quite 
healthy, and there were no dry powdery resi-
dues, which are usually indicative of salt or calci-
um carbonate. The plan is to re-enter the well 
and re-plug it at an estimated cost of $80,000.   

Page 15 contains a spreadsheet listing PRAW pro-
jects that are either scheduled, in process or 
completed, as of November 26, 2014 
 

 Colorado Oil and Gas Information System 
(COGIS) Projects, Updates and Changes  

  
Electronic Form Submissions (eForm) 

  
TOTAL ELECTRONIC FORM SUBMITTALS 
JUNE 2013 – OCTOBER 2014  

Forms currently available through eForm: 
Form 2 –  Application for Permit to Drill 
Form 2A –  Oil and Gas Location Assessment 
Form 4 –  Sundry Notice 
Form 5 –  Drilling Completion Report 
Form 5A –  Completed Interval Report 
Form 6 –  Well Abandonment Report 
Form 10 - Certification of Clearance/Change of 

Operator 
Form 15 –  Earthen Pit Report/Permit  
Form 17 –  Bradenhead Test Report  
Form 19 -  Spill/Release Report 
Form 22 -  Accident Report 
Form 23 –  Well Control Report 
Form 41 –  Trade Secret Claim of Entitlement 
Form 42 –  Notice of Notification (Notice of Hy-

draulic Fracturing) 
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Following is a breakdown by Form for the month 
of OCTOBER 2014:  

 
The development team is working on several 
forms concurrently. Forms  7, 14, 14A, 21, 26, 31 
and 33 are in various stages of development. 
 
As forms are released on eForm, updates to the 
PDF version on our Forms page, http://
cogcc.state.co.us/Forms/forms.html, will occur 
in tandem. These new versions of the PDF forms 
will reflect any changes that have taken place 
when forms are moved into eForm.   
 
Currently, there are 486 operators using eForm 
and 1,851 individual users. For any operator not 
currently enrolled in eForm, instructions for 
starting the process can be found at http://
c o g c c . s t a t e . c o . u s / A n n o u n c e m e n t s /
COUAInformation.pdf. 
 
Public Comment Invited 

 
The public can make comments on all submitted 
OGLA forms (Forms 2A) through the eForm sys-
tem. This can be accomplished by going to the 
COGCC website and clicking on the menu option 
“Permits” or http://cogcc.state.co.us/COGIS/
DrillingPermits.asp.   

 
On the COGIS-Permits page, two search options 
are available for OGLA forms, “All Pending Loca-
tion Assessments for” and “All Approved Location 
Assessments for.” When the results are displayed 
for forms in process, the public can click on the 
document number, which logs the user to the 
new eForm application. Once the page is dis-
played with the selected document, the user can 
select the Comment button to make a comment 

on that particular form. The public can use this 
same method to make comments on APDs (Form 
2s). 

 

 January 2015 Hearing Docket 
 
The docket for the January 2015 hearing will be 
available shortly after the December hearing. 
Hearing dockets are available on our website by 
clicking on “Hearings.” Links to the notices and 
hearing applications are available from the Dock-
et Number and Applicant, respectively. To sign 
up for e-mail notification of hearing notices and 
applications, please see the announcement and 
instructions on the homepage of the website: 
http://cogcc.state.co.us. 

http://cogcc.state.co.us/Forms/forms.html
http://cogcc.state.co.us/Forms/forms.html
http://cogcc.state.co.us/Announcements/COUAInformation.pdf
http://cogcc.state.co.us/Announcements/COUAInformation.pdf
http://cogcc.state.co.us/Announcements/COUAInformation.pdf
http://cogcc.state.co.us/COGIS/DrillingPermits.asp
http://cogcc.state.co.us/COGIS/DrillingPermits.asp
http://cogcc.state.co.us/
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