
TOP STORIES 
 
New Setback Rules effective August 1, 2013 
  

On February 11, 2013, the Commission adopted 
the long-awaited revised Setback Rules.  The 
Commission increased the existing setback dis-
tances of 350 feet in High Density Areas and 150 
feet elsewhere to a uniform 500 feet statewide, 
and imposed technically advanced best manage-
ment practices and protective measures to elimi-
nate, minimize or mitigate potential nuisances 
and other adverse impacts for all Oil and Gas Lo-
cations within 1,000 feet of occupied buildings. 
In addition, Oil and Gas Locations may not be lo-
cated within 1,000 feet of specified “High Occu-
pancy Buildings,” including schools, day care cen-
ters, hospitals, nursing homes, and correctional 
facilities, without Commission approval following 
a public hearing. Variance approval will be con-
tingent on extensive mitigation measures. 
  
The Commission also has adopted Rules that will 
enhance notice to and communication with Build-
ing Unit owners within 1,000 feet of oil and gas 
operations, increasing opportunities for local 
government representatives, including Local Gov-
ernmental Designees (“LGDs”), to review and 
comment on new Oil and Gas Locations proposed 
within their jurisdictions.  
  
For more information, the Rules are available at 
www.cogcc.state.co.us under Hot Topics and 
Rulemaking to consider Statewide Setbacks.  The 
Rules have been submitted to the Secretary of 
State for publication. 

  

 Local Government Liaison (LGL) Program Up-
date 

 
Local Government Liaisons (LGLs) Nancy Prince 
and Marc Morton specialize in helping local gov-
ernments find answers to oil and gas exploration 
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and production related questions, and strive to 
increase communication and coordination be-
tween local governments, operators, stakehold-
ers and COGCC staff.   As an example, in June 
and July, the LGLs provided assistance to various 
jurisdictions, including Elbert County, Pitkin 
County, Garfield County, Huerfano County, Arap-
ahoe County, the City of Loveland, and the City 
of Aurora. 
 
The LGLs actively encourage local governments 
across the state to participate in the Local Gov-
ernment Designee (LGD) program.  The LGD pro-
gram is voluntary, and LGDs are typically select-
ed or appointed to these positions by the local 
government.   To register to participate in the 
program, the jurisdiction must fill out, sign and 
submit a Form 29 to COGCC. The Form 29 is 
available on the COGCC website.  Any change in 
LGD information (for example address, phone 
number, email address etc.) should also be sub-
mitted via a revised and signed Form 29. 
 
The current list of participating LGDs is available 
under the “Local Gov”  link on the COGCC web-
site.  LGD information is provided to facilitate 
communication between the public, the opera-
tors and other local governments.  Local govern-
ments are encouraged to review their data,  and 
verify contact information periodically, and up-
date as needed as this list is the basis for email 
notification of pending permit application, other 
notifications regarding oil and gas activity and 
the LGD quarterly newsletter. 
 
The LGLs assisted other staff in developing train-
ing materials for roll-out of the new setback 
rules.  Training for operators is being planned by 
permit and OGLA staff and is scheduled for Au-
gust 2 at Colorado Division of Wildlife Headquar-
ters. Training will include a segment on operator 
interaction with local governments which is now 
required under the new rules.  The expanded 
role of the LGD will be the focus of the next 



2 Oil & Gas Staff Report  Oil & Gas Staff Report  Oil & Gas Staff Report    July 29, 2013 

303-894-2100 x5103 or nancy.prince@state.co.us, 
if you are interested in updated information or to 
register for training sessions. 
 
A list of other LGL outreach activities is included 
in the Public Outreach section listed on the next 
page. 

 

Staff Training 
 

On July 9, 2013, Hearing Officer Jill Dorancy at-
tended a class on Petroleum Geology for Non-
Geologists at the Colorado School of Mines.  The 
class was taught by former Commissioner Dr. Ste-
ve Sonnenberg.  The topics included Rock Cycle, 
Plate Tectonics and Structural Geology, Petrole-
um Systems, Porosity and Permeability, and Ex-
ploration and Exploitation Process. 

 
Public Outreach 
 
 Outreach by Director and other Staff 

Members  
  
 On June 15, 2013, Director Matt Lepore spoke 

at the NARO (National Association of Royalty 
Owners) Rockies, Colorado Conference in Love-
land, CO. The topic was "Setback Rules, 100 
Series, Water Rules, 600 Series." 

 
 On June 18, OGCC field inspectors and mem-

bers of the Air Pollution Control Division’s Oil & 
Gas Team conducted a joint training exercise 
on well completions; hydraulic fracturing and 
flow back operations.  Each group shared infor-
mation on applicable rules and their inspection 
process.  The next round of joint training exer-
cise will consist of small groups from each 
agency conducting site inspections at different 
types of facilities and sharing additional infor-
mation on what each group is looking for in 
terms of compliance and enforcement. 

 
 On June 20, Dave Andrews, Western Region En-

gineering Supervisor, conducted a drilling oper-
ations guest lecture and presentation for stu-
dents and faculty of an Oil and Gas Production 
class at Colorado Mountain College’s Rifle Cam-
pus.  The presentation included a summary of 
COGCC’s mission and organization, responsibili-
ties of COGCC’s Engineering Staff, general drill-

newsletter, due out August 2 and will be a topic 
in upcoming LGD training sessions. 
 
The most recent LGD training session was held in 
Sterling on July 23.  Attendees included LGDs, 
local government staff and elected officials.  The 
training was conducted by the Marc Morton, Nan-
cy Prince and Hearings Manager, Robert J. Frick 
of COGCC, and Oil and Gas Liaison, Kent Kuster 
of CDPHE.  COGCC engineering and field inspec-
tion staff were in attendance as well. 
 
The format includes a morning session with gen-
eral information about oil and gas, applicable 
COGCC and CDPHE rules, and the LGD program.  
Afternoon sessions provide more detail on the 
COGCC website and tools. Examples and discus-
sions on ways to facilitate engagement of local 
governments with COGCC and operators to mini-
mize impact to the local community are a high-
light.  LGD training sessions are a great oppor-
tunity for the local government representatives 
to network as they share questions and solutions.  
These sessions are geared for non-LGD local gov-
ernment staff as well – anyone at the local level 
who works with oil and gas exploration and pro-
duction activity is encouraged to attend!!! 
 
There are three LGD Training Sessions for the re-
mainder of 2013.  All sessions begin at 8:30 a.m. 
and conclude at 4:00 p.m. 

 
Wednesday, August 21, COGCC Main 
Office, 1120 Lincoln Street, Suite 801, 
Denver, CO 
Tuesday, September 24,  Garfield 
County Administration Building, Board 
of County Commissioners, Room 100 , 
Glenwood Springs, CO 
Tuesday, November 12, Lamar, CO 
(venue to be determined). 
 

Space is limited, so please register as soon as 
possible. 
 
To stay current regarding the initiatives concern-
ing local government regulation of oil and gas 
operations, the LGLs make it a priority to attend 
as many city or county local government meet-
ings concerning the oil and gas industry as possi-
ble. Contact Marc Morton at 303-894-2100 x5132 
or marc.morton@state.co,us, or Nancy Prince at 
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where city staff and invited technical experts 
reviewed and discussed potential measures to 
address citizen concerns voiced at the prior 
Town Hall meeting, and via written comment. 

 
 On June 26, Nancy Prince attended a meeting 

of the Elbert County Commissioners.  Public 
comment was taken on the proposed oil and 
gas regulations, and the matter was continued 
to the next meeting on July 10.   

 
 On June 27, Marc Morton travelled to Durango 

for a series of meetings and field work that in-
cluded participating in a multiple stop tour 
within the San Juan Basin provided by Karen 
Spray, Southwest Region Environmental Protec-
tion Specialist.  The tour included stops in Du-
rango at the Fruitland Formation and Pictured 
Cliffs Sandstone contact, and area of gas mi-
gration; at the South Fork Texas Creek Active 
Mitigation System site (La Plata County); and 
the Pine River Ranches Passive Mitigation Sys-
tem site (La Plata County).  The sites visited 
are part of the 3M and 4M project efforts, initi-
ated in 2000 and 2007, and managed by South-
west Environmental Protection Specialist, Ka-
ren Spray.  Darlene Markus, Field Representa-
tive for Congressman Scott Tipton, also partici-
pated in the tour.   

 
 On June 28, Marc Morton met with Christi 

Zeller, Director of the La Plata County Energy 
Council (LCEC), and received valuable input 
and resources concerning LCEC’s programs that 
promote safe and responsible natural gas de-
velopment in La Plata County, and work to 
build community relations, increase public un-
derstanding, and address public issues relative 
to the industry. 

 
 On June 28, Marc Morton met with Julie Levy, 

BP’s Director of Government and Public Affairs 
(Rockies) concerning BPs area production, out-
reach, and public education efforts. 

 
 On July 1, Nancy Prince, Margaret Ash and Mike 

Leonard met with the Kyle Fenner, the new 
Director of Planning and Community Develop-
ment for Elbert County to explain the COGCC 
field inspection process. 

 
 On July 3, Nancy Prince and Oil and Gas Loca-

ing rules, wellbore integrity, casing and ce-
menting requirements, drilling methods and 
equipment, drilling mud handling, well control 
and blowout prevention, and cementing. 

 
 On June 25, Denise Onyskiw, Underground In-

jection Control Program Supervisor, taught the 
second annual UIC class to operators and con-
sultants about UIC fundamentals and permit 
application preparation. 

 
 On July 10, Jim Milne attended the COGA Envi-

ronmental Health and Safety Meeting and did a 
presentation about spill reporting and an eForm 
19, that is currently in development.  A draft of 
the eForm was distributed to COGA members 
for comments. 

 
 On July 16, Matt Lepore was part of a panel 

during the Energy Summit sponsored by the 
Northern CO Biz Report. Topic was 
“Regulations: Facts & Figures.” 

 
 Outreach by COGCC Local Government  

Liaisons (LGLs) 
 
 On June 24, 2013, Nancy Prince and Marc Mor-

ton travelled to Brighton, CO and met with city 
management staff including Manuel Esquibel, 
City Manager and LGD, Marv Falconburg, Direc-
tor of Community Development, Holly Prather, 
Community Development staff, Jim Landeck, 
Director Utilities Department, Joe Smith, Di-
rector of Streets and Fleet Department, and 
Margaret Brubaker, City Attorney. Nancy gave 
an overview of COGCC operations, and how lo-
cal governments can have input in the oil and 
gas regulatory process through the LGD pro-
gram. 

 
 On June 25, Nancy Prince attended the Town of 

Bennett Board of Trustees study session where 
she gave a presentation on the structure of the 
LGD program and how it can benefit the local 
governments. 

 
 On June 25, Marc Morton travelled to Broom-

field and attended a regular meeting of the 
Broomfield City Council that included citizen 
comments on proposed and future oil and gas 
activity in the City/County limits.  The meeting 
was followed by a City Council study session 
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tion Assessment Specialist, John Noto attended 
the Fremont County municipal leaders meeting 
in Florence.  Representatives from Florence, 
Fremont County, Coal Creek and Rockvale were 
introduced to John, as the best contact for lo-
cal concerns about permit conditions of approv-
al and best management practices. 

 
 On July 10, Nancy Prince attended a meeting of 

the Elbert County Commissioners.  The Com-
missioners voted against adopting the draft 
regulations presented by the Planning Commis-
sion, and instructed staff to prepare a revised 
set of regulations and draft MOU to be present-
ed at the next meeting on July 24. 

 
REGIONAL ACTIVITIES 
  
 NORTHWEST COLORADO 
  

 Northwest Colorado Oil and Gas Forum 
  

The Forum is an informal gathering of local, 
state, and federal government officials, oil and 
gas industry representatives, and citizens that 
have met regularly since 1989. The purpose of 
the Forum is to share information about oil and 
gas development in northwest Colorado and to 
make government officials and oil and gas indus-
try representatives easily accessible to the pub-
lic. Currently, the meetings are conducted once 
per quarter and are co-chaired by the COGCC Di-
rector Matt Lepore and Garfield County Commis-
sioner Mike Samson. 
  
The next meeting of the Forum is tentatively 
scheduled for Thursday, September 5, 2013, at 
10:00 a.m. at a location to be determined.  All 
parties wishing to be placed on the meeting 
agenda, or added to the distribution list for an-
nouncements, should contact Chris Canfield at 
970-625-2497 or via email at:                                                                    
chris.canfield@state.co.us  

  
 Project Rulison 
 

Please note that the email for Project Rulison 
submittals has been changed to: 

DNR_rulison.submittal@state.co.us 

 Project Rio Blanco 
  

Please note that the email for Project Rio Blanco 
submittals has been changed to: 
 DNR_rioblanco.submittal@state.co.us 

  
  SOUTHWEST COLORADO 
   
 Gas and Oil Regulatory Team (GORT) Meeting 
  

The next GORT/Southwest Colorado Oil and Gas 
Stakeholders meeting occurred on Friday, July 19, 
2013, from 8:30 a.m. to noon at the La Plata 
County Fairgrounds in Durango, Colorado. 
 
Over 50 people were in attendance, including La 
Plata County Commissioner Julie Westendorff, 
County Manager Joe Kerby, representatives of the 
La Plata County League of Women’s Voters, multi-
ple operators, environmental groups and the gen-
eral public. 
  
The next GORT meeting is scheduled for Friday, 
October 18, 2013 from 8:30 a.m. to noon at the 
La Plata County Fairgrounds in Durango, Colorado.  
All parties wishing to be placed on the next meet-
ing agenda should contact Karen Spray at: 970-259
-1619 or karen.spray@state.co.us. 

  
 Fruitland Formation Outcrop Mitigation and 

Monitoring Projects (4M Projects) 
   

Fruitland Formation Outcrop - 4M Pilot Scale Miti-
gation Projects La Plata County. The South Fork 
Texas Creek (SFTC) system operated at 11.1 Kilo-
watts (kW) power generation and was functional 
100% of the time for the period April 28, 2013 and 
June 1, 2013.  An average of 6.4kW per hour were 
returned to the grid during these periods.  Pine 
River continues to operate in a passive mode.  
General O&M continues at both locations.     

  
4M Monitoring Wells La Plata and Archuleta Coun-
ties. There are 17 wells at 11 locations in the 
COGCC 4M monitoring program. Well pressures are 
monitored remotely via satellite telemetry with 
one or two maintenance visits per year, depend-
ing upon data received.  Three sites were treated 
for weeds in June 2013.  In late June 2013, data 
transmission problems were identified from the 
upper transducer in Well #1 at the Highway 151 
location and ongoing data drops are being record-
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ed in both upper transducers in the Wagon Gulch 
wells.  Data reception from the Beaver Creek 
wells was reinstated in March 2013 for unknown 
reasons. Summer operations and maintenance 
are planned for August 2013 and data transmis-
sion issues will be addressed. 

  
Ongoing Investigation, Reclamation, and Mitiga-
tion of Residual Methane in the Vicinity of the 
Bryce 1-X Well Area, Bondad, Colorado  Three of 
the four water wells were sampled on April 30, 
2013 with the fourth sampled on May 7, 2013 to 
accommodate to homeowner availability.  Ana-
lytical results show increases in methane concen-
trations in the Fire Station, Middle and South wa-
ter wells and a decrease in the North water 
wells. Long-term trends remain downward in 
each well however, and total dissolved solids 
(TDS) and most major cations/anions decreased 
during this sampling event. The next sampling is 
scheduled for October 2013. 

  
  SOUTHEAST COLORADO 
 
 U.S. EPA Raton Basin Hydraulic Fracturing 

Study – Las Animas and Huerfano Counties 
 

As part of the retrospective study of possible im-
pacts from well completions, a third round of 
sampling and analysis of groundwater from two 
areas in the Raton Basin was conducted during 
the week of November 5. COGCC staff, as well as 
contractors for Pioneer Natural Resources, col-
lected split samples at many of the sites. The 
EPA released an interim progress report on the 
study in December, 2012.  The EPA is expected to 
release the study in a draft for public and peer 
review in 2014.  Ultimately, results from the 
study are intended to inform the public and pro-
vide policymakers at all levels with high-quality 
scientific knowledge that can be used in decision
-making. For more information on the EPA hy-
draulic study, go to http://www.epa.gov/
hfstudy/. 

  
VARIANCES 
  

On July 2, 2013, a variance from the requirement 
set forth in the 100-Series definitions that multi-
well pits will be in use for no more than three 
years, was granted to Encana Oil & Gas (USA) 
Inc.   (Operator no. 100185) for one location,

(Frac Pad J25 496, Pit Facility ID no. 418127) in 
Garfield County.  COGCC extended the pit expira-
tion date to July 7, 2014 in order to allow Encana 
to operate the pit for an additional 12 months.  
During this time, Encana will continue to utilize 
this pit to support completion operations in the 
Story Gulch area. Once the Divide Road Water Fa-
cility (Form 28 currently under review with the 
COGCC) is operational, the subject pit will be 
closed and the area will be reclaimed. Encana 
does not intend for this pit to be converted to an 
E&P Waste Management Facility.  Encana will be 
allowed to operate the subject pit (Form 15 docu-
ment no. 2607664) until July 8, 2014, by which 
time Encana will close the pit under an approved 
Form 27. No additional extensions will be granted 
by the Director.  Encana is required to continue to 
monitor the leak detection and system in conjunc-
tion with daily inspections to ensure that the in-
tent of the Oil and Gas Act is met. 
 
On July 8, 2013, a 502.b Variance Request to Rule 
603.a(1) requiring 150’ setback from a public road 
was granted to the United States Geological Sur-
vey for a well permit to core 1500’ of Niobrara.  
The Document Number for the Application for Per-
mit to Drill is 2486399 and Sundry Notice is 
400441986. The location for this stratigraphic well 
is in the NWNW of Section 3, Township 4 South, 
Range 83 West, 6th P.M. in Eagle County.  It is 127 
feet  from County Road 4 and is located on BLM 
surface and minerals in an undeveloped area. The 
BLM approved the well and Eagle County granted 
a waiver. The location could not be located fur-
ther away from the road due to a steep-sided 
drainage north of the location.  A small truck-
mounted rig is being used to drill the well during 
daylight hours only. 

 
 ORGANIZATION 
 
2 New Petroleum Engineers 
 

Mark Schlagenhauf joins the Commission with over 
25 years of experience.  His prior work has been 
with oil and gas companies and the Federal gov-
ernment.  He has experience in the Rocky Moun-
tains, Mid-Continent, North Sea, Former Soviet 
Union, Latin America, Africa, Middle East and 
Asia. He is a Colorado Professional Engineer with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Chemical Engineer-
ing with graduate with Petroleum Engineering 
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Graduate studies at University of Tulsa, Oklaho-
ma. 

 
Mike Hickey has over thirty five years of experi-
ence. He has been with the commission since 
2011 as a Field Inspector in the DJ Basin.  Prior to 
working for COGCC, Mike worked in engineering, 
home building, and oil and gas companies 
throughout Colorado, North Dakota, Wyoming 
and offshore California. He is a Colorado Profes-
sional Engineer with a Bachelor of Science De-
gree in Petroleum Engineering from the Colorado 
School of Mines. 

  
New Research Scientist  
 

The COGCC is pleased to announce that Chris 
Eisinger has joined the Permit/Technical Services 
Group as the new Research Scientist, filling the 
position vacated by Jim Milne’s move to Environ-
mental Group as Manager.  Chris transferred from 
the Colorado Geologic Survey where he was the 
Senior Oil and Gas Geologist for three years. 
Chris is a geologist with experience in reservoir 
modeling and subsurface characterization.  Addi-
tional experience includes groundwater re-
sources, environmental remote sensing and vol-
canology. 

  
New Budget Analyst 
 

The COGCC welcomes the addition of Eric Nickell 
to its budget staff.  Eric comes to us with twelve 
years experience as a budget and capital projects 
lead analyst and two years experience managing 
budgets in large organizations. Most recently, he 
worked as the Budget Director for the City of 
Boulder.  He earned a bachelor’s degree in chem-
istry with a minor in environmental issues from 
The Colorado College and a Master of Public Ad-
ministration Degree from Princeton University. 

  
An organizational chart can be found on pages 10
-12. For contact information, please go to our 
homepage, and then “Staff Contact Infor-
mation.” 

  
 PLANNING/ADMINISTRATION/OTHER 
  
 Plugging and Reclaiming Abandoned Wells 

(PRAW) - Project Updates 
  

The DeBeque Environmental and Reclamation 
Project, involves the remediation of soils con-
taminated by salt water in the vicinity of the or-
phaned wells known as the Homestead #2 and 
the Pasture #1 wells.  Both sites are located in 
Mesa County on the NW edge of DeBeque, CO.  
Soil sampling and lab analysis has been complet-
ed on both well sites with remedial and reclama-
tion designs, plans & work to be scheduled and 
completed during this new fiscal year (July 1, 
2013 thru June 30, 2014). 
 
The Trinidad MGP #1, well plugging project is 
located in Las Animas County about 18 miles west 
of Trinidad, CO and is just north of highway 12.  
The well was drilled to a depth of 1605’, target-
ing the Vermejo coal, and completed in late 
1980.  The original operator of the well was the 
City of Trinidad.  In late 1984, the well was 
deemed uneconomical to produce and plugged.  
The well was discovered to be leaking gas in 2008 
and an attempt to re-plug the well was made 
with the final decision being to extend the casing 
above ground level and vented to the atmos-
phere.  Having new information on the well and a 
recent request by the new landowner to perma-
nently plug it, the COGCC re-entered it and suc-
cessfully re-plugged the well this past June.   The 
winning bid came in at $76,380.   With new infor-
mation and resourceful change orders upon well 
entry, the final invoice came to $69,149 or a sav-
ings of $7,231.  In close proximity to the well and 
subsequent to this report, the COGCC hired an 
environmental company to perform a baseline 
soil gas vapor measurement for an additional 
$6,274.  This brings the total cost of the project 
to $75,423 for fiscal year ending June 30, 2013.  
Another soil gas vapor measurement will be made 
sometime in the future to help assess the success 
of the plugging work. 
 
The PAST Project includes three leaking PA wells 
in need of re-entering and re-plugging and has 
been renamed the 2013 Piceance Re-entries 
Project to avoid confusion with other work.  Two 
are located in Garfield County and one is in Mesa 
County.  The COGCC has received competitive 
bids and awarded the winning bid to a contractor 
in the amount of $183,480.  Work commenced on 
this project on June 21 and has continued up to 
present time with plans of conclusion in mid-
July.  The first of the three wells has been re-
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entered and successfully re-plugged.  As of July 
2, the second well has been being successfully re
-entered and drilled out to its objective total 
measured depth of 4265’ in preparation for plug-
ging during the week of July 8.   Total expendi-
tures for this project and during the month of 
June have come to a total of $86,193. 

  
Page 13 contains a spreadsheet listing PRAW pro-
jects that are either scheduled in process or 
completed as of July 8, 2013. 

  
 September 2013 Hearing Docket 
  

A docket for the September 2013 hearing will be 
available shortly after the June hearing. Hearing 
dockets are available on our website by clicking 
on “Hearings.” Links to the notices and hearing 
applications are available from the Docket Num-
ber and Applicant, respectively. To sign up for e-
mail notification of hearing notices and applica-
tions, please see the announcement and instruc-
tions on the homepage of the COGCC website: 
www.cogcc.state.co.us 

  
 Colorado Oil and Gas Information System 

(COGIS) Projects, Updates and Changes  
 
Environmental Database 
 

During the past 18 months, the COGCC and the 
Ground Water Protection Council  (GWPC) have 
been working together to develop a new Environ-
mental Database that will contain the results 
from the Colorado Oil and Gas Association Volun-
tary Baseline Groundwater Quality Sampling pro-
gram, along with other environmental data col-
lected by the agency. The project included the 
development of a new relational database model 
that will allow the data to be accessible to the 
public from the COGCC website.  

  
Other improvements include an Electronic Data 
Deliverable that allows industry to submit the 
results of the sampling directly to the COGCC, 
which can then process the information directly 
into the database. The application has many oth-
er features to help staff analyze the information 
and understand the lab results from the sam-
pling. The interface will allow the public to view 
and download the results.  

  

Electronic Form Submissions (eForm) 
  
TOTAL ELECTRONIC FORM SUBMITTALS 
APRIL 2012 – JUNE 2013 

  
Forms currently available through eForm: 
  
Form 2 – Application for Permit to Drill 
Form 2A – Oil and Gas Location Assessment 
Form 4 – Sundry Notice 
Form 5 – Drilling Completion Report 
Form 5A – Completed Interval Report 
Form 6 – Well Abandonment Report 
Form 10 - Certification of Clearance/Change of Op-
erator 
Form 15 – Earthen Pit Report/Permit  
Form 17 – Bradenhead Test Report 
Form 41 – Trade Secret Claim of Entitlement 
Form 42 – Notice of Notification (Notice of Hydrau-
lic Fracturing) 
  
Following is a breakdown by Form for the month of 
June 2013:   
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 New eForm Sundry Notice Form 4 
  

The Sundry Notice Form 4 was released in eForms 
on May 1.  As anticipated, industry regulatory 
staff very quickly implemented submittal of their 
Form 4s electronically.  The total number of Sun-
dry Notice Form 4s submitted in the month of 
May was 703, with 584 or 83% submitted in 
eForms.  Staff continues to encounter and re-
solve small glitches, but the release has been 
nearly problem-free.  

  
 Revisions to Forms 2 and 2A 
  

The revised Form 2 and 2A will be released on 
August 1. The forms are being revised to accom-
modate the additional information required by 
the new Setback Rules that will be effective Au-
gust 1st. Staff is taking this opportunity to make 
some long-needed improvements to both forms. 
  
The development team has now turned its atten-
tion to the changes that are required on the 
Form 2 and Form 2A for the rules that are set to 
go into effect on August 1. Final staff testing of 
the revised Form 2and 2a has been underway 
during the early part of July. 
 
Industry training for the revised Forms 2 ad 2A 
will be conducted August 2. In order to accom-
modate the anticipated large number of industry 
participants, the training will be held at the 
Parks and Wildlife Hunter Training Building in 
Denver. 
 
The Form 4, Sundry Notice went live in eForm on 
April 30, and has become one of the fastest 
forms to achieve over an 80% usage within the 
electronic portal.  It achieved this in its first 
month of availability.  With the addition to the 
suite of forms now available in eForms, pro-
cessing of the Sundry can now be faster and more 
efficient.   
  
COGCC staff is available to answer questions as 
needed for either the new eForm 4 or for the re-
vised paper Form 4. 
  
The development team has now turned its atten-
tion to the changes that are required on the 
Form 2 and Form 2A for the rules that are set to 

go into effect on August 1. Final staff testing of 
the revised Form 2and 2a has been underway 
during the early part of July. 
  
Form 15, Pit Permit and Report, is available in 
eForm and operators are encouraged to utilize 
the system to file this form. The form contains 
additional fields. The PDF version on the Forms 
page, http://cogcc.state.co.us/Forms/
forms.html, is revised to reflect the changes that 
occurred from the release of the form in eForm. 
  
As forms are released on eForm, updates to the 
PDF forms on our website will occur in tandem. 
These new versions of the PDF forms will reflect 
any changes that have taken place when forms 
are moved into eForm.   
  
Along with the eForm system, a page is available 
where the operators can review all known bugs 
within the system and report any new ones they 
discover. Currently, there are 305 operators us-
ing eForm.  
  
The public can make comments on all submitted 
Oil and Gas Location Assessment (OGLA) forms 
(Forms 2A) through the eForm system. This is ac-
complished by going to the COGCC website 
(http://www.colorado.gov/cogcc) and clicking 
on the menu option, “Permits”, (or http://
cogcc.state.co.us/COGIS/DrillingPermits.asp).   
  
On the COGIS-Permits page, two search options 
are available for OGLA forms, “All Pending Loca-
tion Assessments for” and “All Approved Location 
Assessments for.” When the results are displayed 
for forms in process, the public can click on the 
document number, which logs the user onto the 
new eForm application.  Once the page is dis-
played with the selected document, the user can 
select the Comment button to make a comment 
on that particular form.  The public can use this 
same method to make comments on APDs (Form 
2s). 
  
For any operator not currently enrolled in eForm, 
instructions for starting the process can be found 
at http://cogcc.state.co.us/Announcements/
COUAInformation.pdf. 
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 COGCC GIS Online 
  

An upgrade of the COGCC GIS Online interactive 
map is now available on the COGCC’s website.  
Two new features are now available along with 
some minor changes.  An Address Search button 
will zoom the map is now available on the COG-
CC’s website.  Two new features are now availa-
ble along with some minor changes.  An Address 
Search button will zoom the map to the area of 
an input street address, city and zip code.  The 
second new feature is an enhanced Print func-
tion.  This will generate a PDF document which 
can be saved or printed.  It allows choice of pa-
per size, orientation, input of a legend and a 
map scale options.  

  
 Permitting, OGLA, and LGL 
 

The Permitting, OGLA, and LGL staff are devel-
oping New Setback Rules guidance documents 
and training for internal staff, operators, local 
governments and the public. These materials will 
be available on the website by the end of July. 
  
Colorado Parks and Wildlife has submitted chang-
es for species-specific Sensitive Wildlife Habitat 
and Restricted Surface Occupancy areas.  To be-
come effective these changes require a rulemak-
ing process including stakeholder meetings.  The 
first stakeholder meeting was held June 26, 
2013, with a subsequent meeting scheduled for 
July 31, 2013.  The proposed changes are viewa-
ble on a Wildlife map on the COGCC website 
from a link on the Wildlife Stakeholder Meeting 
page.  Shapefiles of the proposed changes are 
downloadable from this page as well. 
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Colorado Oil & Gas Conservation Commission
Monthly Permit Activity

Backlog Received Approved Withdrawn Rejected Incomplete In-Process Remaining
Form2A

Jun-12 149 110 89 2 0 54 114 168
Jul-12 168 97 103 4 0 51 107 158
Aug-12 158 83 97 6 0 54 84 138
Sep-12 138 81 77 5 0 47 90 137
Oct-12 137 94 82 8 0 30 110 141
Nov-12 141 109 97 13 0 19 112 140
Dec-12 140 122 81 4 0 35 124 177
Jan-13 177 176 124 12 0 34 183 217
Feb-13 217 91 141 8 0 34 125 159
Mar-13 159 129 84 1 0 33 170 203
Apr-13 203 144 117 7 0 40 183 223
May-13 223 106 142 4 0 37 146 183
Jun-13 183 102 85 7 0 41 152 193

Drilling
Jun-12 460 326 377 9 0 114 286 400
Jul-12 400 237 276 4 0 91 266 357
Aug-12 357 313 288 9 0 146 227 373
Sep-12 373 252 256 24 0 98 247 345
Oct-12 345 326 265 29 0 65 312 377
Nov-12 377 271 323 21 0 65 239 304
Dec-12 304 322 260 9 0 77 280 357
Jan-13 357 538 331 19 0 101 444 545
Feb-13 545 260 455 16 0 58 276 334
Mar-13 334 343 241 4 0 46 386 432
Apr-13 432 331 333 2 0 79 349 428
May-13 428 349 342 31 0 45 359 404
Jun-13 404 325 273 18 0 57 381 438

Recompletion
Jun-12 24 11 19 0 0 3 13 16
Jul-12 16 9 14 0 0 3 8 11
Aug-12 11 6 9 0 0 1 7 8
Sep-12 8 1 5 2 0 0 2 2
Oct-12 2 9 3 0 0 0 8 8
Nov-12 8 5 8 0 0 0 5 5
Dec-12 5 4 8 1 0 0 0 0
Jan-13 0 6 0 0 0 0 4 6
Feb-13 6 10 5 0 0 0 11 11
Mar-13 11 5 9 0 0 1 6 7
Apr-13 7 6 5 0 0 2 6 8
May-13 8 8 6 0 0 0 10 10
Jun-13 10 2 8 0 0 0 4 4

Incomplete are permits that have missing or inaccurate data and cannot be approved.

Backlog = Incomplete + In-process = Remaining permits from previous month
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