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Overview
● Plans tab
● Variances & Exemptions tab

● Lesser Impact Area Exemption Request attachment
● Substantially Equivalent Information
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Plans tab 1 of 2 - Form 2A
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Plans tab 2 of 2 - Form 2A
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Plans tab – Example- Form 2A

Stephen Schwarz



Stephen Schwarz

Plans tab - Checklist

Ref # Form 2A Field What is this? How do you get it right?

1 PLANS

1 -This is where all of the Rule 304.c. Plans are uploaded to the Form 2A. 
2 - Rule 304.c. Plans should NOT be attached via the Attachments tab.
3 - For each plan, upload it using the corresponding upload button.
4 - If a Lesser Impact Area exemption is being requested, then the Plan should not be 
uploaded and the corresponding Lesser Impact Area Exemption request checkbox should 
be check on the "Variances & Exemptions" tab.

2 Emergency Spill Response 
Program

This is the Plan Upload button to 
upload the Rule 304.c.(1) Emergency 
Spill Response Program.

1 - Refer to Rule 411.a.(4), 411.b.(5), & 602 for 
details on what information should be included in 
this Plan.
2 - Refer to the COGCC Guidance Document on 
Noise Mitigation Plans for guidance specific to this 
Plan.

3 Noise Mitigation Plan
This is the Plan Upload button to 
upload the Rule 304.c.(2) Noise 
Mitigation Plan.

1 - Refer to Rule 423.a.for details on what 
information should be included in this Plan.
2 - Refer to the COGCC Guidance Document on 
Noise Mitigation Plans for guidance specific to this 
Plan.

4 Light Mitigation Plan
This is the Plan Upload button to 
upload the Rule 304.c.(3) Light 
Mitigation Plan.

1 - Refer to Rule 424.a.for details on what 
information should be included in this Plan.
2 - Refer to the COGCC Guidance Document on 
Light Mitigation Plans for guidance specific to this 
Plan.

5 Odor Mitigation Plan
This is the Plan Upload button to 
upload the Rule 304.c.(4) Odor 
Mitigation Plan.

1 - Refer to Rule 426.a.for details on what 
information should be included in this Plan.
2 - Refer to the COGCC Guidance Document on 
Odor Mitigation Plans for guidance specific to this 
Plan.



Variances & Exemptions tab - Form 2A
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Variances & Exemptions tab - Checklist
Ref # Form 2A Field What is this? How do you get it right?

1 RULE 502.a VARIANCE 
REQUEST (checkbox)

Checkbox indicates that the approval 
of the proposed oil and gas location 
requires the Commission to grant a 
Rule 502.a Variance from the 
requirements of a specific Rule or 
Order Number. 

1 - Check the box if the approval of the proposed 
oil and gas location for this well requires the 
Commission to grant a Rule 502.a Variance from 
the requirements of a specific Rule or Order 
Number. 
2 - If the box is checked, the number of the 
specific Rule or Spacing Order Number from which 
the variance is being requested must be entered 
below (Ref# 2).
3 - If the box is checked, a Rule 502.a Variance 
Request Letter must be attached.
4 - Refer to Form 2A Attachment Guidance for 
Variance Request requirements.
5 - Discuss a variance with COGCC staff prior to 
submitting the Form 2A.

2 Rule 502.a Variance Request 
from COGCC Rule or Order

The specific Rule or Order Number 
with which this proposed oil and gas 
location will not comply; it therefore 
requires the Commission to grant a 
Rule 502.a Variance for that specific 
Rule or Order Number.

1 - Enter the number of the specific Rule or Order 
Number from which the Rule 502.a. Variance is 
being requested. 
2 - The checkbox above (Ref#1) must be checked.
3 - A Rule 502.a Variance Request Letter must be 
attached.
4 - Refer to Form 2A Attachment Guidance for 
Variance Request requirements.
5 - Discuss a variance request with COGCC staff 
prior to submitting the Form 2A.

3 RULE 304.d LESSER IMPACT 
AREA EXEMPTION REQUESTS

1 - This section is where the Operator selects which information or plan requirement 
they are seeking a Lesser Area Exemption from. 
2 - If seeking a Lesser Impact Area Exemption, a "Lesser Impact Area Exemption 
Request" must be attached. See the Lesser Impact Area Exemption Request 
attachment guidance for more information on what needs to be included in this 
attachment.
3 - If seeking a Lesser Impact Area Exemption for a Plan, there should be nothing 
uploaded to the corresponding Plan on the "Plans" tab.

4 304.b.(1). Local Government 
Siting Information

This check box indicates the Operator 
is seeking a lesser area exemption 
from providing some or all of the 
information required under Rule 
304.b.(1). Local Government Siting 
Information.

1 - This check box MUST be selected if a lesser 
area exemption from Rule 304.b.(1). Local 
Government Siting Information is being sought.
2 - If the box is checked, there must be an 
explanation in the "Lesser Impact Area Exemption 
Request" attachment explaining either: how the 
resource of concern is not present OR how the 
impacts to the resource will be so minimal as to 
pose no concern.
3 - If not seeking a lesser area exemption, leave 
box unchecked. 



Lesser Impact Area Exemption Request - attachment

● A SINGLE attachment will contain all lesser impact area exemption 
requests and will be cross-checked with the Variances & Exemptions tab
and the Plans tab

● The exemption requests will be in a single long list with the following 
four item format:
— Exemption being requested from:

⬥ The single rule the exemption is being requested from

— Resource Concern:

⬥ The resource of concern the rule is addressing

— Exemption Circumstance:

⬥ ONE of the following choices:

● the impacted resource or resource concern are not present in the area

● impacts to the resource will be so minimal as to pose no concern

— Description:

⬥ A description of how the resource is not present and/or how impacts to the resource 
will be so minimal as to pose no concern.
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Lesser Impact Area Exemption Request - example

● Requesting exemption from having to provide a 
Hydrogen Sulfide Drilling Plan (example):

— Exemption being requested from: Rule 304.c.(15) Hydrogen 
Sulfide Drilling Plan.

— Resource Concern: Hydrogen Sulfide.
— Exemption Circumstance: the impacted resource is not 

present.
— Description: Through a search of the COGCC records and from 

experience drilling in this area, hydrogen sulfide is not 
anticipated to be present and therefore not a concern.

● Would then move on and repeat the four items for 
the next rule that an exemption is being requested 
from.

● Rule 304.d. Lesser Impact Area Exemptions are 
granted during Completeness Review

Stephen Schwarz



Rule 304.e. Substantially Equivalent Information
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● The Operator may submit substantially equivalent information or 
plans developed through a local or federal government land use or 
siting process in lieu of providing information or plans required by 
Rules 304.b & 304.c.

● How to submit substantially equivalent information or plans:

— The document must have a coversheet that states the following:

⬥ Must state it is being submitted as a substantially equivalent document

⬥ Must state which local or federal government process it was developed for

⬥ Must state how it does not conform to COGCC rules or guidance

⬥ Must briefly describe why it should be accepted as substantially equivalent to 
the required COGCC information or plan



Rule 304.e. Substantially Equivalent Information
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● Attach the information or upload the plan on the appropriate tab
with the COGCC label that most reasonably approximates the 
information that is being submitted

— Example: if submitting a substantially equivalent facility layout drawing, 
attach it via the Attachments tab and label it FACILITY LAYOUT DRAWING 
from the dropdown (it must have the coversheet)

● By attaching the coversheet you allow for the following:

— Reviewer immediately knows the information is being submitted as 
substantially equivalent and should not immediately return the form to 
draft due to missing information in the attachment

⬥ Speeds up the process of review

— No cover sheet = information and plan should comply with all COGCC rules 
and guidance



Completeness Review: Granting Exemptions and 
allowing Substantially Equivalent Information
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● Passing Completeness by the Director Grants exemptions and accepts 
information or plans as substantially equivalent

— Requests for exemptions and consideration of information or plans as substantially 
equivalent may be made, BUT not all requests will be granted

— If it is determined that an exemption request or use of a substantially equivalent 
information or plan will not be granted, then the form will be returned to draft for the 
information or plan to be provided

— Consulting with COGCC Staff prior to submittal can prevent forms being returned to draft 
unnecessarily

● Just because a request is granted via Completeness does not preclude the 
information from being requested later

— Both Rule 301.e & Rule 303.b.(3) allow at any time before or after the granting of a 
Completeness determination that the Director or the Commission may request any 
relevant information necessary and reasonable to make a final determination of approval 
or denial on an OGDP 



Visit Us On the Web
colorado.gov/cogcc
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